
Week of September 29-30, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Praise God for His Promises
Focal Passage: 2 Chronicles 20:1-30
Knowledge Aim: To learn to praise God for His promises.
Application Aim: To determine to praise God based on what He promises, not what He does.
Following the death of King Solomon, the nation of Israel split into Israel (the 10 northern tribe) and Judah (2 southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin). Jeroboam, Solomon’s chief military advisor became king of Israel. Rehoboam, Solomon’s son became king of Judah. Abijah succeeded Rehoboam and Asa succeeded him. Both were somewhat good kings. (See 2 Chronicles 10-16.) 
Toward the end of Asa’s reign, Israel began a military campaign against Judah. After Asa’s death, his son Jehosaphat became king. Through marriage, he allied himself with Ahab, one of the most wicked kings of Israel. Ahab convinced Jehosaphat to join him in recapturing the Levitical city of refuge, Ramoth-gilead. This was one of the few cities east of the Jordan River. It had fallen into the hands of the Syrians. Jehosaphat did not appear to be a savvy king since all of Israel was rightfully his. Ahab was asking Jehosaphat to help him get this city back for him when he had no real claim to it.
Israel and Judah lost this battle and Ahab lost his life (2 Chronicles 18). Following this defeat, Jehosaphat turned his people again to the Lord and established godly leaders to serve them.

Because Judah appeared weak, other armies went after them. Jehosaphat called the people together and challenged them to remain faithful to and trusting of God and to praise Him for His promised protection..

Regardless of what we face, God can always be trusted. He is faithful to those who are faithful to him. It is our responsibility to praise Him based on His promises, not just His actions.
BACKGROUND

vv 1-2.

Jehosaphat learns that multiple armies, some from beyond the Dead Sea, have allied themselves in battle against him and have already invaded his territory.
vv.3-4.

Upon hearing about the invasion, the king’s first response is to seek the Lord. Instead of calling his army together, he proclaimed a fast and called the people to the temple in Jerusalem for ask God for help.

vv. 5-12.
Jehosaphat personally led this plea to the Lord. He acknowledged God’s power and authority. He remembered how God guided them into the land and enabled them to possess it. Then he turned his attention to the imminent threat. Jehosaphat realizes that without God, they are powerless to succeed against the invaders. The only thing they know to do is to keep their eyes focused on God.
vv. 13-17.
Following the king’s prayer to God, the people were united in their trust in God. God’s Spirit fell on the Levite Jahaziel for him to deliver God’s message.

Through him, God tells the king and people not to fear or be discouraged. The battle is God’s, not theirs. The next day, Judah will go out to meet these armies, but will not have to fight. They will only have to watch what God does.

vv. 18-20.
Out of reverence and thankfulness, everyone bowed before the Lord. Following that, some of the Levites rose and praised God with loud voices.
The following morning, the people departed to meet the armies. As they left, Jehosaphat gave the people a final exhortation. He challenges them to have faith in God and in His prophets. Faith in God will keep them from losing. Faith in His prophets will make them successful.

v. 21.
Following his challenge, Jehosaphat appointed men to sing. These men lead the procession singing Psalm 136 as if they returning from a joyful triumph instead of heading to face a formidable foe.

vv. 22-30.

As the people began to sing praises to God, He began to work. Some believe that God sent angels to ambush the invading armies. Others believe that God used jealousies and differences of opinion among the various armies to cause them to fight against one another. Regardless of how it happened, God caused the armies to attack each other.
Once the people of Judah arrived, they discovered that the enemy armies were already dead – no one survived. The people’s trust in God and praise of Him allowed them to see the results of their trust and praise.

The armies left so much clothing, equipment, and valuables that it took three days for the people of Judah to collect it. On the fourth day, the people gathered to worship and praise God again.

Once they returned to Jerusalem, they went to the temple and continued to worship God and celebrate His victory.

The surrounding nations heard how God protected Judah and were afraid. Judah was at peace throughout the rest of the reign of Jehosaphat.

Praise God for His Promises
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Knowledge Aim: To learn to praise God for His promises.

Application Aim: To determine to praise God based on what He promises, not what He does.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What can you praise God for this past week?
2. Name your favorite football team, if you have one.
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

God promised to protect the nation of Judah. Because of His promise, the people praised Him. Regardless of what we face, God can always be trusted. He is faithful to those who are faithful to him. It is our responsibility to praise Him based on His promises, not just His actions.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Who was the king of Judah?

· Was he a good or bad king?

· What was he and Judah faced with?
· What led these armies to invade?

· How did the king respond?

· How did the people reply to his call to come to the temple?

· What is your first response when faced with a potentially difficult situation?

· How involved was the king in guiding the people through this time of worship?

· Who did God use to deliver His message?

· What qualified him?

· How willing are you to be used by God to communicate His message to others?

· Why did the people praise God? 
· What did the people do when they went to face the armies?

· What did God do?

· What did Judah gain from the victory?
· What was the ultimate benefit for Judah?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God)

· What is God asking you to trust Him with?

· What can you do to praise Him before He acts?

· Who can you encourage to praise God in spite of what they face?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Amos 7:1-9
Handout
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Amos 7:1-9
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