Good Fortune
Week of September 8-9, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Wealth

Focal Passage: Proverbs 3:9-10

Memory Verses: Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)

Knowledge Aim: To identify God’s instructions about wealth. 

Application Aim: To implement God’s instructions about wealth into everyday living. 

BACKGROUND

     “Money often costs too much.”

                                             Ralph Waldo Emerson

     While wealth is not a bad thing, the worship of wealth is idolatry. Much like alcohol or nicotine, money seems to hold an addictive power over us. We’re never truly satisfied with what we have because the more we get, the more we want. Wealth is a blessing from God, but it can turn into a curse if it’s not obtained and utilized according to God’s principles. Solomon has some timely advice concerning the role of wealth in our pursuit of “the good life.” 

     3:9. This passage is obviously related to the previous one because trust is always demonstrated through stewardship. Solomon said we are to honor God with our wealth. God receives glory from our giving because: 1) It demonstrates the priority of God in our lives and 2) It demands faith in God for future provision. 

     We honor God with our wealth by giving to Him the first and best of our revenue. The word first in firstfruits signifies both sequence and significance, and can be traced back to the offerings and festivals instituted by Moses (Lev. 223:9-14; Deut. 26:1-11). “The feast of firstfruits involved presenting to the Lord a sheaf of the barley harvested on the second day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. It was accompanied by burnt, grain, and drink offerings, and symbolized the consecration of the entire harvest to God. It was an earnest or pledge of the full harvest yet to be gathered (see 1 Cor. 15:20; James 1:18, Rev. 14:4 for N.T. examples of this principle).”
  When we give God the first of our income, we are acknowledging His ownership and control over our entire portfolio. It’s like putting down a deposit, which illustrates our intent to pay the remainder of what we owe at a later time.   

     In the Old Testament offering of the first fruits, a basket was brought to the priest who would lay it before altar of the Lord. The person offering the fruit would then recite the story of how God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt and brought them into the Promised Land. So, the offering was not only a pledge of what was to come, but a picture of what had already been—a reminder of where they had come from and where God had brought them. When we give out of the first portion of our income, it should be a vivid reminder that apart from God, we would have nothing. 

Motive: Solomon is very clear about the proper motive in our stewardship. We give to honor and glorify God, and not for any other reason. Giving is a means to worship, not a method of investment. Contrary to popular preaching, biblical stewardship is about giving, not receiving. 

Means: The means of stewardship in this verse is identified as crops. However, this was written in an agricultural community where everyone understood that term to mean “income or revenue.” In fact, the word for crops in this verse also means increase or gain, which is not limited to our financial wealth. Some of us are wealthy in other areas like time, talent, health, and property.
 The point is this—we are commanded to give the first and best of all we have, both financially and otherwise. 

     3:10. This verse contains the second half of an “if-then” statement. This type of promise containing a requirement and a reward is very common in the Book of Proverbs. The requirement is clearly communicated in verse nine and the reward is identified here. If we are careful to honor God with all that He has entrusted to us, then our barns will be filled and our vats will overflow. Again, this terminology was more easily interpreted by the agrarian audience to whom Solomon was speaking. God has promised to fully meet the needs of those who are faithful in their giving. The word filled also means to satisfy, which indicates that this promise is not just about money, but also about meaning; it’s not just about possessions, but also about purpose. When we give to God off the top of our earnings, He blesses us in ways that include but also extend beyond our finances. 

     It’s interesting to notice that God’s promise of blessing is on the barn and the vats, both tools for producing additional wealth. God gives us the ability to earn money in order to meet our physical needs and to invest in the future of His Kingdom. When He blesses us with wealth, His intention is that it flow through us, not just to us. In many ways, money has become like food in our culture. Food was originally intended to serve as a source of energy, not a source of entertainment. However, as cooking has evolved through the years, eating has definitely become more recreational than nutritional. In that same way, money was originally used to acquire what was needed for survival. However, today money is no longer just about provision; it’s about prestige, pleasure, and power. Just like we no longer eat to live, but we live to eat; we no longer own our wealth, but our wealth owns us. Only when we experience a shift if our value system and allow wealth to occupy its proper place in our lives can we truly enjoy “the good life.” 

Parallel Passages:

     While this passage doesn’t guarantee that faithful stewardship produces financial success, it does complement numerous other verses that contain an obvious connection between our obedience and God’s blessing in the area of finances. Consider the two following examples:

· Malachi 3:10—God instructed His people to bring their tithe into the storehouse—the place of worship. In response to their obedience, God promised to bless them with prosperity. While this “blessing” is certainly not limited to finances, the succeeding verses clearly state that material success is included in the promise. In chapter one of Malachi, we see that the recipients of this promise had been guilty of offering God less than their best. They were still going through all the “religious motions” and they continued to present offerings on the altar of God, but not from the first and best of their belongings (Ex. 34:19, Lev. 1:3,10).  Their problem was more about attitude than actions. So, this promise in Malachi chapter three is for those who love to give and who give because they love. 

· Luke 6:38—“This illustration comes from the marketplace where grain was poured out, shaken down, and then filled to overflowing so the buyer received the full amount purchased. Such is the full measure that will be returned to one who has been generous.”
 Everything we are and everything we own already belongs to God. “But as we give it back to Him, He is always more generous in returning it to us again. God entrusts more wealth to those He knows will properly dispense it.”
 
Summary Thoughts:

· Its’ not the possession, but the position of money in our lives that matters most. 
· Motive is what determines whether financial ambition is good or bad. God gives some people the unique ability to earn a lot of money so they can give a lot of money to Kingdom purposes. For those people, it would be sinful not to fully exercise their ambition and expertise. However, that same ambition becomes sinful when it’s driven by the desire for personal gain rather than Kingdom growth. 
Wealth

Focal Passage: Proverbs 3:9-10

Memory Verses: Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)

Knowledge Aim: To identify God’s instructions about wealth. 

Application Aim: To implement God’s instructions about wealth into everyday living. 

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Spiritually speaking, is wealth an asset or liability?

2. Describe at least one of your financial goals.

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Wealth is a blessing from God, but it can turn into a curse if it’s not obtained and utilized according to God’s principles. Solomon has some timely advice concerning the role of wealth in our pursuit of “the good life.” 

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What is the ultimate source of wealth? Where do we get it?

· What is the primary purpose of money in our lives?

· Does this passage assume that everyone possesses wealth?

· Who is instructed to give in this passage?

· Is it good or bad to be financially prosperous?

· What are firstfruits? (How do we give firstfruits to God in a non-farming culture)?

· Why should we give to God first?
· What is the right motive for giving to God?

· What are our modern-day “crops?”

· What do the barn and the vats have in common? What significance do they hold for us?

· How can wealth be used to honor God?

· What are the rewards of faithful giving?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How will you align your motive for making money with God’s purposes for wealth?

· How can you begin or continue to give God the first and best of your resources?

· How will you adjust your priorities so that you can begin to increase your giving?

· Is there a way you can increase your income so that you can increase your giving?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Proverbs 3:11-12

Handout

Wealth

Focal Passage: Proverbs 3:9-10
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Knowledge Aim: To identify God’s instructions about wealth. 

Application Aim: To implement God’s instructions about wealth into everyday living. 

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Proverbs 3:11-12
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