Treasure Hunt
Week of August 4-5, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

The Road to Treasure
Focal Passage: Luke 15:11-24
Knowledge Aim: To learn what the Bible indicates one must do to find their treasure in God.
Application Aim: To follow the process to treasure in God found in these verses.
Last week we learned that people are important to God. People are actually God’s ultimate treasure. In the passage about the Prodigal Son (or Loving Father), we are going to learn what one must do find their treasure in God. We will discover what the young son did to be restored to his father and what people must do to be restored back to a right relationship with God.
BACKGROUND

[Much to the disgust of the religious leaders, Jesus associated with those who were thought of as hopeless and “sinners.” The opposition to Jesus was once again, as almost always in Luke, the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. Because of this opposition Jesus told three parables. All three speak of things or a person being lost and then found, and of rejoicing when the lost is found.

Some view these parables as teaching a believer’s restoration to fellowship with God. One cannot lose something he does not own, they reason, so the first two parables must represent children of God who come back to Him. Also, a son is already a son, so the third parable must be teaching that people who are believers can be restored to fellowship with God.

Others understand the parables to teach that lost people (people who are not believers) can come to Christ. This view seems preferable for two reasons: (1) Jesus was speaking to Pharisees who were rejecting the message of the kingdom. Their objection was that sinners were coming to Jesus and believing His message. In no way could these two groups be adequately represented in the third parable if the point of the parable is a restoration to fellowship by a believer. (2) Verse 22 indicates that the son who came back received a new position which he did not have before. The Jews were God’s “children” in the sense that they had a special covenant relationship to Him. But each individual still had to become a believer in God. It was their responsibility to accept the message Jesus was preaching—that He was the Messiah and that He would bring in the kingdom for the nation.]
 

[15:11–12. To ask one’s father for one’s share of the inheritance early was unheard of in antiquity; in effect, one would thereby say, “Father, I wish you were already dead.” Such a statement would not go over well even today, and in a society stressing obedience to one’s father it would be a serious act of rebellion (Deut 21:18–21) for which the father could have beaten him or worse. That the father grants the request means that most of the hearers will not identify with the father in this parable from the start, they would think of him as stupidly lax to pamper such an immoral son.

The eldest son always received a double portion (Deut 21:17); in this case, he would have received two-thirds of the inheritance and the younger brother one-third.

15:13. Jewish law did permit a father to determine which assets (especially land) would go to which sons before he died, but they could take possession only on the father’s death: the father was manager and received the land’s profits until then. Thus this son could know what would be his but could not legally sell his assets; he does it anyway.

Many Palestinian Jews migrated, seeking fortune in less economically pressed areas. The younger son is presumably no older than 18 (he was unmarried) and had an older brother; he would thus have had little experience in managing finances. Moralists considered squandering very evil.

15:14. Famine was a common devastating feature of the ancient economy. (People often viewed famines as divine judgments, but because Jesus’ story does not address the famine area as a whole, it does not apply this perspective to the story line.)

15:15. At this point, Jesus’ Jewish hearers are ready for the story to end (like a similar second-century Jewish story): the son gets what he deserves—he is reduced to the horrendous level of feeding the most unclean of animals. The son is cut off at this point from the Jewish community and any financial charity it would otherwise offer him.

15:16. Some commentators have suggested that the “pods” here are the kind of carob pods that Israel would eat only in famine, which some teachers said drove Israel to repentance. Others argue that these are prickly, wild pods that only swine’s snouts could reach. Neither pod was considered appetizing, and given pigs’ proverbially unclean eating habits, the thought of eating pigs’ food would disgust Jesus’ hearers. That the young man is jealous of pigs’ fare also suggests that he is not receiving fair wages (cf. 15:17).]

[15:17. To “repent” means “to change one’s mind,” and that is exactly what the young man did as he cared for the pigs.(What a job for a Jewish boy!) He “came to himself,” which suggests that up to this point he had not really “been himself.” 

The young man changed his mind about himself and his situation, and he admitted that he was a sinner. He confessed that his father was a generous man and that service at home was far better than “freedom” in the far country. It is God’s goodness, not just man’s badness, that leads us to repentance (Rom. 2:4). If the boy had thought only about himself—his hunger, his homesickness, his loneliness—he would have despaired. But his painful circumstances helped him to see his father in a new way, and this brought him hope. If his father was so good to servants, maybe he would be willing to forgive a son.
Had he stopped there, the boy would have experienced only regret or remorse (2 Cor. 7:10), but true repentance involves the will as well as the mind and the emotions—“I will arise... I will go... I will say....” Our resolutions may be noble, but unless we act on them, they can never of themselves bring about any permanent good. If repentance is truly the work of God (Acts 11:18), then the sinner will obey God and put saving faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21).] 

[“Hired men” could be either slaves rented for hire or free servants working for pay; either one suggests that his father is well-to-do.

15:18–19. Jewish people often used “heaven” as a respectful way of saying “God.” The son here returns simply out of hunger and the belief that his father may feed him as a servant, not because he is genuinely sorry that he disgraced his father. Given the magnitude of his sin and the squandering of one-third of his father’s life’s earnings, Jewish hearers might regard his return as an act of incredible presumption rather than humility.

15:20. It was a breach of an elderly Jewish man’s dignity to run, though familial love could take priority over dignity after a long absence (cf. Tobit 11:9—mother and son). Given the normal garb, the father would have to pull up his skirt to run. Kissing was appropriate for family members or intimate friends.

15:21–22. The best robe in the house would belong to the father himself. The ring would probably be a family signet ring—a symbol of reinstatement to sonship in a well-to-do house. Slaves did not normally wear sandals, though they carried and tied a master’s sandals. The father is saying, “No, I won’t receive you back as a servant. I’ll receive you only as a son.”

15:23. The calf would be enough to feed the whole village; this would be a big party! Aristocratic families often invited the whole town to a banquet when a son attained adulthood (about thirteen years old) or a child married.

15:24. Ancient writers sometimes bracketed off a section of their work by repeating a particular line; this bracketing off is called an inclusio. So far this parable has followed the course of the two that preceded it (15:3–10), but 15:24–32 are bracketed off to address the climactic issue: the elder brother represents Jesus’ religious accusers (15:2).]

Do you recognize yourself as God’s treasure? Have you experienced the treasure of God in your life by repenting and turning to your Heavenly Father? Are you sharing that with others?
The Road to Treasure

Focal Passage: Luke 15:11-24

Knowledge Aim: To learn what the Bible indicates one must do to find their treasure in God.

Application Aim: To follow the process to treasure in God found in these verses. 
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What is the worst job/task you ever had?

2. How do you feel when good things happen to people who do not deserve it?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Last week we learned that people are important to God. People are actually God’s ultimate treasure. In the passage about the Prodigal Son (or Loving Father), we are going to learn what one must do find their treasure in God. We will discover what the young son did to be restored to his father and what people must do to be restored back to a right relationship with God.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Who was Jesus talking to?

· What did the young son ask his father to do?

· What did he have coming to him?
· What did he do after getting his inheritance?

· What did the younger son do after arriving in the distant country?

· Why did he hire himself out for work?

· What were things like in his father’s household?

· Where was the boy’s real treasure?

· What made him decide to return home?

· What action did this boy take?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Where is our real treasure?

· What process does one need to take in order to experience the treasure of God in their life?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:25-32
Handout

The Road to Treasure

Focal Passage: Luke 15:11-24

Knowledge Aim: To learn what the Bible indicates one must do to find their treasure in God.

Application Aim: To follow the process to treasure in God found in these verses.  
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:25-32
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