Treasure Hunt
Week of July 28-29, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

You, Me, Everyone: The Ultimate Treasure
Focal Passage: Luke 15:1-10
Knowledge Aim: To learn how important people are to God.
Application Aim: To choose to serve in God’s kingdom so others will know how important they are to God. 
People are important to God. Since the Creation and the Garden of Eden, God has focused on people – especially restoring their relationship with Him. Jesus’ ministry on earth was a ministry of reconciling people to God. Because people are important to Him, the Lord expects His people to serve in His kingdom in such a way that others will discover how important they are to Him and live in a reconciled relationship with Him.
BACKGROUND

[Much to the disgust of the religious leaders, Jesus associated with those who were thought of as hopeless and “sinners.” The opposition to Jesus was once again, as almost always in Luke, the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. Because of this opposition Jesus told three parables. All three speak of things or a person being lost and then found, and of rejoicing when the lost is found.

Some view these parables as teaching a believer’s restoration to fellowship with God. One cannot lose something he does not own, they reason, so the first two parables must represent children of God who come back to Him. Also, a son is already a son, so the third parable must be teaching that people who are believers can be restored to fellowship with God.

Others understand the parables to teach that lost people (people who are not believers) can come to Christ. This view seems preferable for two reasons: (1) Jesus was speaking to Pharisees who were rejecting the message of the kingdom. Their objection was that sinners were coming to Jesus and believing His message. In no way could these two groups be adequately represented in the third parable if the point of the parable is a restoration to fellowship by a believer. (2) Verse 22 indicates that the son who came back received a new position which he did not have before. The Jews were God’s “children” in the sense that they had a special covenant relationship to Him. But each individual still had to become a believer in God. It was their responsibility to accept the message Jesus was preaching—that He was the Messiah and that He would bring in the kingdom for the nation.]
 

[The lost sheep (vv. 3–7). The sheep was lost because of foolishness. Sheep have a tendency to go astray, and that is why they need a shepherd (Isa. 53:6; 1 Peter 2:25). The scribes and Pharisees had no problem seeing the publicans and sinners as “lost sheep,” but they would not apply that image to themselves! And yet the prophet made it clear that all of us have sinned and gone astray, and that includes religious people.

The shepherd was responsible for each sheep; if one was missing, the shepherd had to pay for it unless he could prove that it was killed by a predator (see Gen. 31:38–39; Ex. 22:10–13; Amos 3:12). This explains why he would leave the flock with the other shepherds, go and search for the missing animal, and then rejoice when he found it. Not to find the lost sheep meant money out of his own pocket, plus the disgrace of being known as a careless shepherd.

By leaving the ninety-nine sheep, the shepherd was not saying they were unimportant to him. They were safe but the lost sheep was in danger. The fact that the shepherd would go after one sheep is proof that each animal was dear to him. Jesus was not suggesting that the scribes and Pharisees were not in need of salvation, for they certainly were. We must not make every part of the parable mean something, otherwise we will turn it into an allegory and distort the message.

There is a fourfold joy expressed when a lost sinner comes to the Saviour. Though nothing is said in the story about how the sheep felt, there is certainly joy in the heart of the person found. Both Scripture (Acts 3:8; 8:39) and our own personal experience verify the joy of salvation.

But there is also the joy of the person who does the finding. Whenever you assist in leading a lost soul to faith in Christ, you experience a wonderful joy within. Others join with us in rejoicing as we share the good news of a new child of God in the family, and there is also joy in heaven (Luke 15:7, 10). The angels know better than we do what we are saved from and to, and they rejoice with us.

The lost coin (vv. 8–10). The sheep was lost because of its foolishness, but the coin was lost because of the carelessness of another. It is a sobering thought that our carelessness at home could result in a soul being lost.

When a Jewish girl married, she began to wear a headband of ten silver coins to signify that she was now a wife. It was the Jewish version of our modern wedding ring, and it would be considered a calamity for her to lose one of those coins. Palestinian houses were dark, so she had to light a lamp and search until she found the lost coin; and we can imagine her joy at finding it.

We must not press parabolic images too far, but it is worth noting that the coin would have on it the image of the ruler (Luke 20:19–25). The lost sinner bears the image of God, even though that image has been marred by sin. When a lost sinner is “found,” God begins to restore that divine image through the power of the Spirit; and one day, the believer will be like Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:10; 1 John 3:1–2).

These two parables help us understand something of what it means to be lost. To begin with, it means being out of place. Sheep belong with the flock, coins belong on the chain, and lost sinners belong in fellowship with God. But to be lost also means being out of service. A lost sheep is of no value to the shepherd, a lost coin has no value to the owner, and a lost sinner cannot experience the enriching fulfillment God has for him in Jesus Christ.

But to turn this around, to be “found” (saved) means that you are back in place (reconciled to God), back in service (life has a purpose), and out of danger. No wonder the shepherd and the woman rejoiced and invited their friends to rejoice with them!

It is easy for us today to read these two parables and take their message for granted, but the people who first heard them must have been shocked. Jesus was saying that God actually searches for lost sinners! No wonder the scribes and Pharisees were offended, for there was no place in their legalistic theology for a God like that. They had forgotten that God had sought out Adam and Eve when they had sinned and hidden from God (Gen. 3:8–9). In spite of their supposed knowledge of Scripture, the scribes and Pharisees forgot that God was like a father who pitied his wayward children (Ps. 103:8–14).

There are few joys that match the joy of finding the lost and bringing them to the Saviour. “The church has nothing to do but to save souls,” said John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. “Therefore, spend and be spent in this work.”]
 

God wants every person to experience a reconciled relationship with Him. He displays His frustration with those who get in the way of that relationship. He displays His pleasure when His children serve in His kingdom in such a way as to help others discover God’s love for them and choose to live a life centered in Christ. Are you blocking that opportunity or serving to enhance it?
You, Me, Everyone: The Ultimate Treasure

Focal Passage: Luke 15:1-10
Knowledge Aim: To learn how important people are to God.
Application Aim: To choose to serve in God’s kingdom so others will know how important they are to God. 
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Share one thing about Brookwood that has surprised you.
2. Name something important to you that you lost.
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

People are important to God. Since the Creation and the Garden of Eden, God has focused on people – especially restoring their relationship with Him. Jesus’ ministry on earth was a ministry of reconciling people to God. Because people are important to Him, the Lord expects His people to serve in His kingdom in such a way that others will discover how important they are to Him and live in a reconciled relationship with Him.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Who was listening to Jesus?

· Who was frustrated? Why?

· Who do church people get frustrated with at church today?
· Why do they get frustrated?

· How would Jesus respond?

· Why would a shepherd work so hard not to lose any sheep?

· Which was more valuable – the 1 or the 99? (neither)
· Why would he potentially sacrifice some of the 99 for the 1?

· What was his response when he found the 1?

· What would his neighbors do?

· What was the significance of the coins in v.8?

· How hard would the woman work to find the lost coin?

· How would she respond when she found it?

· What happens in heaven when someone begins to experience a reconciled relationship with God?

· How important are people to Brookwood?
· How do you feel when a part of your Brookwood experience changes so others have an opportunity to live a life centered in Christ through Brookwood?
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· If there is an attitude or expectation you need to change about church, will you do it? What will you do?
· Where and how can you serve at Brookwood to allow others to experience God’s love for them?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:1-10
Handout

You, Me, Everyone: The Ultimate Treasure

Focal Passage: Luke 15:1-10
Knowledge Aim: To learn how important people are to God.
Application Aim: To choose to serve in God’s kingdom so others will know how important they are to God.  
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:1-10
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