
Week of July 21-22, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Avoiding An Unfinished Life
Focal Passage: Philippians 1:12-30
Knowledge Aim: To learn how Paul responded in the face of impending death.
Application Aim: To determine to live always exalting Jesus and prepared to join Him in heaven. 
Paul had an extraordinary joy because of his confidence that God would continue the work He began in molding Paul into a person with a life centered in Christ. [Certainly Paul’s circumstances were anything but joyful! He had been arrested illegally, taken to Rome, and was now awaiting trial. There was division among the Christians there (1:14–17), and some were trying to make matters worse for the apostle. How was he able to have such joy in the midst of uncomfortable circumstances? He had the “single mind”—his concern was not for Paul, but for Christ and the Gospel. Five times in this chapter he mentions the Gospel (vv. 5, 7, 12, 17, 27), and Christ is mentioned seventeen times! Paul looked upon these circumstances as sent by God (v. 13) for the purpose of exalting Christ (v. 20). If Paul had been double-minded, he would have complained because life was so uncomfortable.]
 

How could Paul have such joy in the face of possible death? What would need to happen if his life were to end “finished”? How can we live such a way as to avoid living an unfinished life?
BACKGROUND

vv. 12-14. From his personal experience, Paul shared with the Philippian believers that there are no accidents with God. Some could have perceived that Paul’s ministry was stifled due to him imprisonment. Paul, however, recognized that the message of Jesus had actually been expanded due to his chains. His circumstance had emboldened many of the Roman believers. Even the palace guard recognized the impact of Jesus in Paul and those affiliated with him.

[The “palace guard” (praitōriō) likely refers to the praetorian guard, made up of Roman soldiers. Though Paul resided in his own rented facility (Acts 28:30), he was guarded by these soldiers all the time. The custom was for a prisoner to be chained at the wrist to a soldier.] 

What was an attempt by the religious and political leaders to silence Paul and the gospel actually resulted in the further expansion of God’s kingdom.

vv. 15-18. Paul pointed out that not everyone who preached Jesus did so with pure motives. Although some proclaimed Jesus for personal gain or to cause trouble for others, others did so out of love for God and mankind. Regardless of the reason someone preached Jesus, Paul was appreciative that the name of Christ was being proclaimed.

It should be noted that Paul did not challenge the integrity of the message of those in Philippi. Apparently all were doctrinally sound, even if some preached for the wrong reason.
vv. 19-20. Paul’s confidence and joy was due in part to support from the Holy Spirit and the prayers of the Philippians. He knew all of this would eventually end in his deliverance. [The Greek word translated “deliverance” here was used in different ways in the New Testament. It often meant spiritual deliverance—salvation, being born again. Here (v. 19) Paul used the word to refer to either the final stage of his salvation (Rom. 5:9) or future vindication in a Roman court. It seems unlikely that he had his release in mind since in the next two sentences he wrote of the real possibility of his near death.] 

Whether he experienced release from his bondage or martyrdom, Paul was concerned only with ensuring that Jesus would be lifted up. He did not want his testimony to detract from Jesus in any way.
v. 21. Paul’s primary concern for his life was to be completely centered in Christ. Jesus was his purpose for living. If he were to continue living, he would continue proclaiming Jesus. In his dying experience, Jesus would still be exalted and Paul would be with Christ.

vv. 22-26. Given the choice between life or death, Paul was hard pressed to decide. Although he wanted to be with Jesus, he recognized that continued life would lead to more ministry on his part and extended personal influence on the believers there. Paul expected that he would soon be released and able to continue with these believers and encourage them in their faith. His presence with them would enhance the joy of the believers. Though he personally desired to be with Jesus, Paul demonstrated selflessness in this attitude.
[v. 27. The apostle had the believers in Philippi on his heart. Regardless of what would happen to him—release from bonds or martyrdom—he wanted them to honor and glorify Christ. The words conduct yourselves translate a political word which would mean much to the Philippian believers. Literally it means “live as citizens.” Because Philippi was a Roman colony, the Christian inhabitants of the city would appreciate Paul’s use of that verb. To live in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ (Eph. 4:1) is indeed the responsibility of every child of God. This Paul exhorted the Philippians to do.

The saints embraced a common cause, for they each shared in the same body of Christ. Therefore Paul was burdened that they stand firm (Phil. 4:1) in one spirit and contend as one man (“in one soul”) for the faith of the gospel, the body of truth (“faith,” Jude 3). Their contending (synalthountes) for the faith suggests a joint effort, like that of an athletic team.

v. 28. Paul wanted his readers to live courageously for Christ in the midst of opposition and persecution. True, they would be opposed but this should not frighten them in any way. Instead they were to be reminded at such times that their own victorious Christian response would be a sign that their opposers would eventually be destroyed. At the same time it would be a sign that the saints of God would be delivered by God Himself. This assurance would doubtless be the Holy Spirit working in their hearts.

vv. 29-30. So that being opposed would not come as a surprise, he gave them a reminder. Both believing on Christ and suffering for Him had been granted to them (v. 29). Suffering for Christ was not to be considered accidental or a divine punishment. Paul referred to a kind of suffering that was really a sign of God’s favor. The Greek word echaristhē, translated “granted,” is derived from a word which means “grace” or “favor.” Believing on Christ and suffering for Him are both associated with God’s grace.

Paul and his readers shared a similar struggle (v. 30). So Paul encouraged them as they had him. They wanted to know how he fared in Rome. He told them, so they could also be encouraged as they faced hardships.]
 

Paul was not living an unfinished life. Although he was prepared to go on living in order to have influence on believers and non-believers, he had no regrets or anything left undone. There may still be things we want to do – marriage, grandkids, vacation, etc – we should all live as if our life were finished at the end of the day. We should recognize that God is always working to complete my life (v. 6).
A “finished” life is one lived totally centered in Christ and surrendered to complete obedience to the Father. Being finished does not mean we get to stop living. It means we are ready for new assignments.
Avoiding An Unfinished Life

Focal Passage: Philippians 1:12-30
Knowledge Aim: To learn how Paul responded in the face of impending death.
Application Aim: To determine to live always exalting Jesus and prepared to join Him in heaven. 
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What is your favorite summer memory?

2. Share one thing you still want to do in your life?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Paul was not living an unfinished life. Although he was prepared to go on living in order to have influence on believers and non-believers, he had no regrets or anything left undone. There may still be things we want to do – marriage, grandkids, vacation, etc – we should all live as if our life were finished at the end of the day. We should recognize that God is always working to complete my life.
.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Who is Paul talking to?
· What has happened to Paul?
· What does he say is the result of his circumstance?
· Who has been influenced due to his imprisonment?
· How do negative experiences impact you and your influence?
· How is it possible that people with impure motives can still spread the gospel?
· How did Paul feel about this?
· What should be the true motive for sharing Christ?
· What two things helped Paul endure?
· What are the benefits of your consistent prayers for others?
· How can you become more consistent in your prayer?
· What 2 choices was Paul perplexed with?
· Why did Paul not mind dying?
· Why did he not mind continuing to live?
· How did Paul avoid dying with an unfinished life?
· What did Paul challenged the believers in v. 27?
· Why did Paul consider suffering to not be an accident?
· How do we generally think about suffering today?

· How did Paul’s sharing of his hardships help others?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· What gets in the way of us finishing our life for God?

· At what point in our life can we say we are finished?

· How can we avoid having our life end before it gets finished? 

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:1-10
Handout

Avoiding An Unfinished Life

Focal Passage: Philippians 1:12-30
Knowledge Aim: To learn how Paul responded in the face of impending death.
Application Aim: To determine to live always exalting Jesus and prepared to join Him in heaven. 
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 15:1-10
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