
Week of July 14-15, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

The Great Commission
Focal Passage: Matthew 28:16-20
Knowledge Aim: To learn the primary function of the body of Christ.

Application Aim: To recognize my personal responsibility in keeping the church healthy and growing.
[Matthew 28:18–20 is usually called “the Great Commission,” though this statement is no greater than that in any of the other Gospels, nor is it the last statement Jesus made before He returned to heaven. However, this declaration does apply to us as believers, so we should understand the factors that are involved.] 

What we discover from these verses is the primary action God expects from the individuals who make up the church. We are His body and are responsible for taking care of that body and keeping it healthy and growing. These verses reveal our primary function. 
BACKGROUND

v. 16. Before His crucifixion, Jesus told the disciples to meet Him in Galilee (Mt 26:32, Mk 14:28). A specific meeting place was not named. We can only speculate as to either the Mount of the Beatitudes or Mount Tabor. Some believe it to be the Mount of the Beatitudes due to its closeness to the Sea of Tiberias which is where he shared breakfast with 7 of the disciples (Jn 21:!).
v. 17. Jesus’ presence among the disciples created a response of worship. The natural thing to do in the presence of the Lord is to worship.

This verse also records that some doubted. After their earlier meetings with the resurrected Jesus, surely none of the Eleven doubted anymore. 1 Cor 15:6 records that Jesus appeared to 500 people at one time. Quite possibly this is the same event. It would explain how some doubted.
[v. 18. In this verse, the word power means “authority,” the right to use power. The entire Gospel of Matthew stresses the authority of Jesus Christ. There was authority to His teaching (Matt. 7:29). He exercised authority in healing (Matt. 8:1–13), and even in forgiving sins (Matt. 9:6). He had authority over Satan, and He delegated that authority to His Apostles (Matt. 10:1). At the close of his Gospel, Matthew made it clear that Jesus has ALL authority. 

Since Jesus Christ today has all authority, we may obey Him without fear. No matter where He leads us, no matter what circumstances we face, He is in control. By His death and resurrection, Jesus defeated all enemies and won for Himself all authority. 

Christianity is a missionary faith. The very nature of God demands this, for God is love and God is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9). Our Lord’s death on the cross was for the whole world. If we are the children of God and share His nature, then we will want to tell the good news to the lost world. 

When we read the Book of Acts, we see that the early church operated on the basis of the Lord’s sovereign authority. They ministered in His name. They depended on His power and guidance. They did not face a lost world on the basis of their own authority, but on the authority of Jesus Christ. 

vv. 19–20a. The Greek verb translated go is actually not a command but a present participle (going). The only command in the entire Great Commission is “make disciples” (“teach all nations”). Jesus said, “While you are going, make disciples of all the nations.” No matter where we are, we should be witnesses for Jesus Christ and seek to win others to Him (Acts 11:19–21).]
  At Brookwood, we call this a life centered in Christ. It is our job to influence (with our words, values, and actions) others toward this life centered in Christ -  a life of loving, living, growing, giving, and influencing.
[The term “disciples” was the most popular name for the early believers. Being a disciple meant more than being a convert or a church member. Apprentice might be an equivalent term. A disciple attached himself to a teacher, identified with him, learned from him, and lived with him. He learned, not simply by listening, but also by doing. Our Lord called twelve disciples and taught them so that they might be able to teach others (Mark 3:13ff). 

A disciple, then, is one who has believed on Jesus Christ and expressed this faith by being baptized. He remains in the fellowship of the believers that he might be taught the truths of the faith (Acts 2:41–47). He is then able to go out and win others and teach them. This was the pattern of the New Testament church (2 Tim. 2:1–2). 

In many respects, we have departed from this pattern. In most churches, the congregation pays the pastor to preach, win the lost, and build up the saved—while the church members function as cheerleaders (if they are enthusiastic) or spectators. The “converts” are won, baptized, and given the right hand of fellowship, then they join the other spectators. How much faster our churches would grow, and how much stronger and happier our church members would be, if each one were discipling another believer. The only way a local church can “be fruitful and multiply” (instead of growing by “additions”) is with a systematic discipleship program. This is the responsibility of every believer, and not just a small group who have been “called to go.” 

Jesus had opened the minds of His disciples to understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:44–45). They knew what He wanted them to teach to their own converts. It is not enough to win people to the Saviour; we must also teach them the Word of God. This is also a part of the Great Commission. 

v. 20b. Jesus is not only “in the midst” when His people gather together (Matt. 18:20), but He is also present with them as they scatter into the world to witness. Had He remained on earth, Jesus could not have fulfilled this promise. It was when the Spirit came that Jesus could be with His people no matter where they were. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan told about an experience in his life that involved this statement. Early in his Christian life, Morgan used to visit several ladies once a week to read the Bible to them. When he came to the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Morgan read, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of this age.” He added, “Isn’t that a wonderful promise?” One of the ladies quickly replied, “Young man, that is not a promise—it is a fact!” 

There are no conditions for us to meet, or even to believe; for Jesus Christ is with us. Paul discovered this to be true when he was seeking to establish a church in the difficult city of Corinth. Obeying this commission, Paul came to the city (Acts 18:1), won people to Christ and baptized them (Acts 18:8) and taught them the word (Acts 18:11). When the going was tough, Paul had a special visit from the Lord: “Be not afraid... for I am with thee” (Acts 18:9–10). 

The phrase “the end of the age” indicates that our Lord has a plan; He is the Lord of history. As the churches follow His leading and obey His Word, they fulfill His purposes in the world. It will all come to a climax one day; meanwhile, we must all be faithful.]
 

What are you doing to help the body of Christ accomplish His Great Commission and help others experience a life centered in Christ.
The Great Commission

Focal Passage: Matthew 28:16-20
Knowledge Aim: To learn the primary function of the body of Christ.

Application Aim: To recognize my personal responsibility in keeping the church healthy and growing.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What is the most exciting news you have received in the last month?

2. What images spring to mind when you hear the words "missionary" or "evangelism"?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

This passage is known as the Great Commission. In it, Jesus shares the primary action God expects from the individuals who make up the church. We are His body and are responsible for taking care of that body and keeping it healthy and growing. It is our choice as to whether or not we will make disciples and who some of them might be.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What responses did Jesus’ appearance elicit?

· What did Jesus say about Himself?

· Where did Jesus tell His disciples to go?

· What did Jesus tell His disciples to make?

· How does Brookwood define a disciple?

· What activities were the disciples to be involved in?

· What actions does Brookwood indicate a disciple is involved in? (loving, living, growing, giving, influencing)

· With what words of comfort did Jesus leave His disciples?

· Why do you think some of the disciples doubted when they saw Christ?

· What causes Christians to doubt God today?

· How do you think you might have reacted to the appearance of the risen Christ?

· What does it mean to us that Jesus has "all authority"?

· Over what does Jesus have all authority?

· Over whom does Jesus have all authority?

· What does it mean to "make disciples"?

· What role do you have in making disciples?

· How can knowing that Jesus is always with us make a difference in our daily lives?

· What specific teaching of Christ do you need to obey more consistently?
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· What older and wiser Christian can you approach in the next couple of days to ask for help in spiritual learning, training, and growing?

· What step can you take this week in the process of making disciples? 

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Philippians 1:12-30
Handout

The Great Commission

Focal Passage: Matthew 28:16-20
Knowledge Aim: To learn the primary function of the body of Christ.

Application Aim: To recognize my personal responsibility in keeping the church healthy and growing.
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Philippians 1:12-30
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