Revolution
Week of June 30 – July 1, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

A Revolutionary Sacrifice

Focal Passage: 2 Timothy 4:1-7

Knowledge Aim: To recognize that living for God’s Kingdom involves personal sacrifice.

Application Aim: To choose a life that is devoted to God’s purposes, regardless of the cost. 

History testifies to the fact that success rarely comes without sacrifice. Militarily speaking, countless lives have been sacrificed so that we can enjoy the freedom of democracy. Medically speaking, brilliant researchers have left their prestigious careers to live in the substandard conditions of a dangerous jungle or third world country. Why? Because they envision a time when people will no longer suffer from certain diseases because of their passion and persistence in finding a cure. Of course, Jesus is the epitome of personal sacrifice since He gave up everything so that we could enjoy the success of a life centered in Him. Now we, as individuals and as a local Body, have the opportunity and obligation to make some personal and sometimes painful sacrifices for the sake of those within our reach. 

BACKGROUND

This entire book and more specifically, this chapter, contains Paul’s last words to Timothy. Aware of his impending death, Paul wrote this very passionate and personal letter to Timothy as a guidebook for his ministry in Ephesus. These instructions are not reserved for those in vocational ministry, but for every believer who serves in God’s Kingdom. 

4:1.  In the first verse of chapter four, Paul gave Timothy the basis for his instructions that follow. He basically said to Timothy, “In light of what’s coming, there are some things you need to know and do.” By that, he was referring to the judgment that will accompany the return of Christ. These instructions become even more serious when coupled with the fact that believers and unbelievers will face an inevitable time of personal judgment. Eternal destinations will be determined for the unbelievers and rewards will be distributed to the believers. An awareness of this reality should raise the stakes for every one of us committed to serving God’s Kingdom purposes. 

4:2. Paul gave Timothy three primary instructions to follow in view of the coming judgment. 

The Ministry of Preaching. A preacher is not necessarily someone who stands on a platform or behind a pulpit. To preach simply means to proclaim. Although this word is most often used of formal speaking, it certainly applies to the message communicated through the lips and lives of all believers. Every day we deliver a message to the people in our respective spheres of influence through our attitudes, decisions, priorities, etc. We need to regularly ask ourselves, “Is my attitude—my family—my life—communicating the truth of God’s Word?” Paul told Timothy that he wasn’t to preach popular or personal opinion, but the Word, which refers both to the Living and Written Word of God. In other words, his message—on the platform or on the street—was to come directly from Scripture (Written Word) and always point to Jesus (Living Word). The real question for Timothy and for us is not, “ARE you preaching?” but “WHAT are you preaching?”

The Ministry of Preparation. Paul instructed Timothy to be ready to share the message of Jesus at all times—convenient or inconvenient. Like Timothy, we’ve got to be prepared for divine opportunities because they often come when we least expect them. It’s interesting that one of the definitions for the word prepared is “to stand by.” That’s also what we say when we’re hoping for a seat on a particular flight, but we have no guarantee. We say we’re flying “standby.” If my seat is guaranteed, then I don’t need to arrive at the gate early, as long as I’m there before they’re finished boarding. I can shop, eat, or sleep and just show up at the last minute. However, if I’m on “standby,” then I’ve got to be ready and attentive because they may call my name, and I’ll lose my spot if I don’t respond. That’s exactly what Paul was saying to Timothy—“Be ready, be attentive, listen for your name—or you might just miss a divine appointment.” 

Preparation precedes pursuit. We don’t usually pack a suitcase if we’re not going on a trip. We don’t light the grill unless we’re cooking out. In short, we prepare so we can participate. Paul was implying that our call to influence a lost world is active and not passive. Being prepared and ready means that we don’t just welcome opportunities to share our faith—we engineer them. 

The Ministry of Patient Discipline. Paul’s final instruction in this verse was really a three-in-one. There are three distinct  directives, but they’re all wrapped up in one command. The words correct and rebuke have very similar definitions. Both words mean to hold a person accountable for his or her sinful activity. There is the idea of confrontation, but also of correction. The ultimate goal of reproof is restoration, so that’s why Paul added the word encourage to this list of instructions. Encouragement, not estrangement, should be our motivation in confronting the sin in someone else’s life. 

4:3-4. In these verses, Paul explained to Timothy the reason for his previous instructions. It was absolutely essential for Timothy to stay focused on the truth of God’s Word since many others would abandon it completely.  Paul understood that Timothy would face the temptation to say what people wanted to hear—a temptation that still affects believers today. We live in a culture where people don’t really want to hear what’s true, they want to hear what’s trendy. They embrace whatever message will validate their current lifestyle. Paul reminded Timothy not to adjust the message of truth just to fit the cultural climate of his day. Jesus said He was the way, the truth, and the life, and no one could connect with God except through Him (John 14:6). When the truth of our message is adjusted, it ceases to be true, and people who are alienated from God have no way to connect with Him. We’ve got to be creative in consistently changing the packaging of the message without ever changing its contents. 

     4:5. Paul encouraged Timothy to be a faithful minority. Regardless of how the majority believed or behaved, Timothy was challenged to maintain a godly perspective in every situation he faced. Paul was essentially saying to Timothy, “No matter what—don’t give in.”  Before he shifted the discussion to his own personal situation, Paul gave Timothy (and us) three additional instructions. First, we are to endure hardships. This doesn’t just refer to experiencing hardships—everybody does that. The idea here is to come through the hardships with our faith still in tact and our focus still on God. We are also instructed to be evangelists, the ones who bring good news. [This is a word used to refer to New Testament heralds of Christ who were not apostles].1 Every believer has the command and the capacity to be an evangelist, not just vocational ministers or those with the gift of evangelism. Finally, we (like Timothy) are to finish the task God has given us. We are to faithfully carry out our own assignments, but we should also be investing in others who can take the baton when we finish our leg of the race. This doesn’t just refer to death, as in Paul’s case, but also to seasons of ministry. We will always be grooming someone to replace us in ministry if we are truly committed to God and not just to a goal—to a Person and not just a program. 

     4:6. The first word in this passage—for—is synonymous with the word because, and it is Paul’s way of preparing Timothy for the passing of the torch. Paul was relatively certain that his death was imminent, and so he wanted to leave Timothy fully equipped to carry on the legacy of faithful ministry. In this passage, Paul used two metaphors to describe his impending death. 

     First, he compared the labor of ministry to the spilling of wine in the Old Testament drink offering (Numbers 15). In this drink offering, which accompanied the burnt offering, the wine was poured out completely, leaving nothing for the priests to drink. While there were other offerings that called for leftovers to be given to the priests, this offering called for total sacrifice—everything for God and nothing for self. It’s no accident that this is the analogy Paul used to illustrate his lifetime of service to God. He was effective in ministry and left a powerful legacy because he reserved nothing for himself. 

     He also described his death as a “departure,” which pictured a ship pulling up its anchor in order to set sail or a group of soldiers breaking up camp.2 In both cases, the implied destination is home, which was a common expression for death. An awareness of our destination is what gives us the motivation to “endure hardships” without wavering in our faith (4:5).  I absolutely hate to fly on airplanes, but I endure it because of all the places I want to go and things I want to see. When difficulty comes, it’s good to remember that our departure is just around the corner. 

     4:7. Paul used three metaphors in this one verse to describe the personal struggles he faced in ministry. These are not just statements about his life in general, but about his lifetime of service to God. In all three statements, he used the Greek perfect tense, which refers to events that have already occurred but with consequences that are yet to come.3 He understood that the fight and the race were now part of his past, but the victory celebration was a part of his future. That’s good news for those of us who have scars from the battle and injuries from the race, but we haven’t yet enjoyed the fruit of our labor. 

     The idea of serving God is like entering a fight because when we sign up for His team, we automatically inherit an adversary. Paul’s idea of fighting in this verse deals not only with Satan, but also with the difficulties and dangers he encountered throughout his ministry. Although he was beaten and imprisoned, it’s important to remember that Paul himself said “our struggle is not against flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12). People are not our biggest opponents and circumstances are not our greatest hurdles. Our number one enemy is the devil and his demons as they seek to distract, discourage, and ultimately destroy God’s work in and through us. We need to know on the front end of our journey with God that we will face inevitable opposition.

     Paul also said with confidence that he had “finished the race.” That word finish means “ to perform the last act which completes a process.”4 You can’t fight the final round of a boxing match unless you’ve completed the preceding rounds successfully. You can’t win a marathon by kicking it into gear on the last mile. The same is true of our Christian journey—you finish well by running well—from beginning to end. 

     Finally, Paul said he “kept the faith,” which meant he preserved it both by practicing and preaching it. The idea of faith in this verse relates to our fidelity to personal beliefs and convictions. Paul was able to say that, even in the face of tremendous suffering, he had never wavered from the faith he so passionately proclaimed. This is God’s goal for every one of us as well. 

1,4Strong, James. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Ebible from Libronix: Nelson Reference and Electronic.

2,3Dockery, David S., ed. The New American Commentary: 1,2 Timothy, Titus.Broadman Press: Nashville, TN, 1992.

A Revolutionary Sacrifice

Focal Passage: 2 Timothy 4:1-7

Knowledge Aim: To recognize that living for God’s Kingdom involves personal sacrifice.

Application Aim: To choose a life that is devoted to God’s purposes, regardless of the cost. 

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What material possession would be most difficult for you to sacrifice?

2. Describe a sacrifice you are currently making and tell why.

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Jesus is the epitome of personal sacrifice since He gave up everything so that we could enjoy the success of a life centered in Him. Now we, as individuals and as a local Body, have the opportunity and obligation to make some personal and sometimes painful sacrifices for the sake of those within our reach. 

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· How will God judge the living and the dead?

· How will believers be judged?

· What does “his appearing” refer to in v.1?

· How can a person preach the gospel through everyday living?

· What is the criterion for any sermon?

· How can you prepare to share your faith?

· When is it inconvenient to share your faith?

· When is it necessary to confront another believer?

· What’s the best way to approach a person who has strayed?

· What is the goal of confrontation?

· What do today’s “itching ears” want to hear?

· What kind of religious myths are most prevalent in this culture?

· What hardships have you faced because of your faith?

· What does it mean to be “poured out” in ministry?

· What departure was Paul referring to?

· Why does Paul use the analogy of a fight and a race?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Is there someone you need to lovingly confront about sin?

· How will you be an evangelist in your “sphere of influence?”

· What sacrifices are you willing to make in order to see others come to Christ?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Psalm 77:7-20
Handout
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Psalm 77:7-20





















© 2007 Brookwood Baptist Church, Jeff Jones


