Revolution
Week of June 23-24, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

A Revolutionary Vision

Focal Passage: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

Knowledge Aim: To acknowledge and accept our call to reach the lost—whatever it takes. 

Application Aim: To implement practices that will help us reach those people outside our “comfort zone.” 

BACKGROUND

     In the previous chapter, Paul addressed the issue of whether or not believers should eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols. He concluded that the law of liberty gave them freedom to eat the meat, but the law of love would not allow them to  exercise that freedom if it was a distraction or discouragement to other believers. In chapter nine, Paul shared his own personal story about how he gave up rights for the sake of relationships. Although the Law said he had a right to earn a living through preaching the gospel, Paul chose to be employed outside the church so no one could accuse him of impropriety. His example validates the biblical principle that the thing you have a right to do isn’t always the right thing to do. 

     9:19. From the perspective of Christian liberty, Paul was absolutely and totally free in Christ. However, from the perspective of Christian responsibility, he chose to be a slave to all people. Although Paul’s calling was primarily to the Gentiles, he shared God’s passion to reach all people for the Kingdom. Freedom from the world’s perspective means that we do whatever we want, but Paul understood that freedom in Christ means we do whatever He wants—and He wants to make a connection with people from every corner of the globe, every rung on the social ladder, every neighborhood in town, and every pew in the church. His primary method of reaching this extremely diverse group of people is through us, His church. That means that we will have to go to great lengths, both personally and corporately, to be the connection point between a loving God and a lost world. 

     9:20-21. Again, Paul used himself as an example to show how he had ventured outside his comfort zone to influence people who were not like him. Although it is easier to minister to those who are like us—the ones who look like we do, live where we do, talk like we do—the Great Commission doesn’t give us the freedom to pick and choose who we will influence for Christ. Paul never said, “I don’t really have much in common with this crowd.  I’ll just let their own kind minister to them.” Instead, he looked for creative ways to bridge the gap (social, cultural, religious, etc.) that separated them. 

     One common argument to the idea of “becoming all things to all people” is that it promotes the philosophy that “the ends justify the means.” However, that is not what Paul was promoting in this passage or in his own practices. For example, Paul wrote that he became like the Jews to win them to faith in Christ. The most obvious example of this can be found in Acts chapter twenty-one. Now, remember that Paul’s primary calling was to the Gentiles, and so he stood very firmly on the belief that it was not necessary for them to be circumcised. On many occasions, Paul warned against allowing circumcision to become a substitute for faith and obedience (Romans 2; Galatians 5:6, 6:15). However, there came a time when the Jewish believers were concerned about Paul’s reputation among potential Jewish converts since he did not adhere strictly to the Law of Moses. As a result, he was asked to participate in and pay for the concluding ceremony where four Jewish Christians would fulfill their Nazirite vow. Without any argument, Paul agreed to join this effort so that no one would be offended by his behavior. That’s how he became a Jew to win the Jews. It’s important to notice that he “did not accommodate himself to sin or error, but to social custom.”1 

     Paul also said that he placed himself “under the law” even though he had been freed from the law. That means he had a God-given right to some things from which he restricted himself so he would not alienate anyone by the exercise of his freedom. Paul was illustrating the one question that ought to drive our motives and our methods in impacting the culture around us. Rather than choosing the easy path and asking, “What are my rights in this situation,” we should choose the effective path and ask, “What are my responsibilities in this situation?” Because this question was a driving force in Paul’s ministry, he often embraced things that were not required, but were not wrong. For example, he supported many Jewish practices that were not necessary for salvation as long as they didn’t prevent a person from coming to faith in Christ. On the other hand, Paul said that he became like those who didn’t have the law even though he was still under the law of Christ. In his ministry to the Gentiles, Paul frequently excluded from his preaching and practices that which was foundational for the Jews but foreign to everyone else. 

     9:22a. Paul even said he became weak to win the weak. Putting this verse in proper context is essential to a correct interpretation. Paul began his description of the “weak” person in chapter eight when he addressed the issue of eating meat sacrificed to idols. The idea of weakness in this passage deals with spiritual immaturity and ignorance, but not with disobedience. In fact, it was the weaker individuals who would not eat the meat used in pagan sacrifices because they thought it was wrong. When Paul said he became like the weak, he wasn’t suggesting that he participated in sinful behavior to reach a sinful crowd. Instead, he was saying that he participated in certain activities and avoided others in order to validate his message to the weak. That means he probably did some things he didn’t really want to do and he passed up some opportunities he would have enjoyed—all for the sake of the mission. This attitude of self-sacrifice contradicts our current cultural climate—even inside the church, in many cases. “Our culture has abandoned such concepts as duty and responsibility as antiquated Victorianism. But these are the virtues our text extols against an emphasis on “demands” and “rights.” Those who would use this passage to support libertarianism miss his (Paul’s) point entirely.”2
     9:22b-23. As a summary of the preceding verses, Paul clarified his strategy for carrying out God’s mission in the world. Except for sinful activity, there was absolutely nothing Paul refused to do if it meant success for the Kingdom. Paul was human just like you and me, which means he had opinions and preferences just like we do. I’m sure he liked certain foods more than others and preferred a particular musical style. He was probably more comfortable around people with whom he had something in common. From his many letters in the New Testament, we know that he enjoyed spending time with those who shared his passion for Christ. However, Paul didn’t allow any of these personal preferences to keep him from the people who needed him most. As a matter of fact, the people who most desperately needed to hear Paul’s message were the ones with whom he had the least in common. They were from “the other side of the tracks.” They were most definitely not his “peeps.” But for Paul, his call always trumped his comfort. 

     One of the most significant phrases the church can glean from this passage is “by all possible means.” We’ve already established that this phrase doesn’t include strategies or methods that contradict the Word of God in any way. However, that is really the only biblical boundary for the Body of Christ as we seek to more effectively influence the unchurched community around us. We must be willing to compromise everything except the truth in order to reach a lost world with the message of God’s redemption. We’re going to have to lose everything we’ve labeled as “sacred” in order to focus on the one thing that truly is—souls. Becoming “all things to all people” means no more sacred schedules, no more sacred songs, no more sacred seats. If we can meet at a different time, sing different songs, and sit in different seats so that lost people can encounter God—then the mission will be accomplished. 

     Paul was unmistakably clear about his motive in “becoming all things to all people.” There was only one reason Paul was willing to live outside his comfort zone—“for the sake of the gospel.” At least four times in this passage Paul said his goal was to win a particular group of people to faith in Christ. He didn’t break all the religious rules in order to make a name for himself or so he could pastor the largest church in Jerusalem. There was one singular passion driving Paul in his ministry, and it’s one we should seek to emulate individually and corporately—winning the lost. If that’s truly our one primary goal, then nothing will be too uncomfortable or inconvenient for us to passionately and selflessly pursue it.       Mitchell, Dan. The Book of First Corinthians. AMG Publishers: Chattanooga, TN, 2004.
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Focal Passage: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

Knowledge Aim: To acknowledge and accept our call to reach the lost—whatever it takes. 

Application Aim: To implement practices that will help us reach those people outside our “comfort zone.” 

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Describe a time when you were forced to get outside your “comfort zone.”

2. How many lost people do you know well enough to influence them for Christ?

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

God has called us as a church and as individuals to influence people for His Kingdom. To answer His call, we’ve got to give up our man-made ideas of what church is supposed to look like. As long as we operate within the boundary of God’s Word, we’ve got to be willing to do whatever it takes to reach the community of lost people surrounding Brookwood. 

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Are we still under the Law?

· How can we be slaves to other people?

· Are we forced into this slavery or is it a choice?

· What does it mean to be “free in Christ?”

· How can Christians abuse this freedom?

· Where do you draw the line in “becoming all things to all people?”

· How could you be more “user friendly” to a lost person in your “sphere of influence?”

· How could Brookwood be more “user friendly” to the lost people who attend services here?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· What is your motive for ministry?

· What person or group of people is hardest for you to love and minister to? 

· How will you move outside your “comfort zone” to influence someone in your “sphere of influence?”

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of the study. 

Getting Ready for Next Week: 2 Timothy 4:1-7
Handout
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: 2 Timothy 4:1-7
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