Revolution
Week of June 16-17, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Revolutionary Men
Focal Passage: Genesis 32:22-31
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God radically changed Jacob’s nature.
Application Aim: To consider how I can be a revolutionary man (or woman) for God.
[Before Jacob entered the land of promise, he was met by God who both crippled and blessed him. This event was an important turning point in the patriarch’s life.

To understand the purpose of the account several features must be noted. First, the wrestling occurred when Jacob was at the threshold of the land of promise, for the Jabbok River in Gilead flows into the Jordan River from the eastern frontier (vv. 22-24). Second, Jacob became and was named Israel (v. 28). His new name was not merely linked to the narrative; it is explained by it. Third, the account is linked to a place name, Peniel, given by Jacob in response to his being named (v. 30). Fourth, the story includes a dietary restriction for the people of Israel (v. 32). This taboo then became a custom in Israel, but was not made part of the Mosaic Law. Orthodox Jews still refuse to eat the tendon of the hindquarter of animals.

The emphasis of the narrative is certainly on the wrestling; but its purpose was the changing of Jacob into Israel. One cannot ignore the context of Jacob’s life here. The connection is strengthened by the plays on the names. At the outset (vv. 22, 24) are ya‘ăqōḇ (“Jacob”), the man; yabbōq (“Jabbok”), the place; and yē’āḇēq (“he wrestled”), the match. These attract the Hebrew reader’s attention immediately, because of the similarity of the consonants y, q, and b in the words. Before Jacob (ya‘ăqōḇ) could cross the Jabbok (yabbōq) to the land of blessing, he had to wrestle (yē’āḇēq). He was to try once more to trip up an adversary, for at this point he was met by Someone wishing to have a private encounter with him, and he was forced to fight.] 

BACKGROUND

[32:22-25. Before Jacob could cross the Jabbok River [[a stream that rises among the mountains of Gilead, and running from east to west, enters the Jordan, about forty miles south of the Sea of Tiberias. At the ford it is ten yards wide. It is sometimes forded with difficulty; but in summer it is very shallow.]]
 after his family, servants, and possessions. . . . a Man attacked and fought with him. No details of the fight were given, for it was just the preamble to the most important part, the dialogue. Yet the fight was real and physical.

The word ’îš (“a Man”) reveals nothing about His identity. But this is fitting, for the “Man” later refused to reveal Himself directly (v. 29).

The fact that the match lasted till daybreak is significant. For the darkness symbolized Jacob’s situation. Fear and uncertainty seized him. If Jacob had perceived that he was to fight God, he would never have engaged in the fight, let alone have continued all night.

On the other hand the fact that the wrestling lasted till daybreak suggests a long, decisive bout. In fact the Assailant did not defeat Jacob till He resorted to something extraordinary.

At last the Assailant touched Jacob so that his hip went out of joint. The point is clear: the Assailant gave Himself the advantage. Jacob, the deceitful fighter, was crippled by a supernatural blow. In a word, like so many of his rivals, Jacob now encountered Someone he could not defeat.

32:26-29. Nevertheless, though crippled and unable to win, Jacob clung to his Assailant for a blessing. Then both the identity of the Assailant and the significance of the fight dawned on Jacob. Once he realized who his Assailant was (v. 28) Jacob held on resolutely, pleading for a blessing. It is significant that in response to Jacob’s request for a blessing the Man asked . . . What is your name? When one remembers that in the Old Testament one’s name is linked to his nature, the point becomes clear: Jacob’s pattern of life had to be radically changed! In saying his name, Jacob had to reveal his whole nature. Here the “heel-catcher” was caught, and had to confess his true nature before he could be blessed.
The blessing took the form of a new name—Israel. This name probably means “God fights,” as the popular etymology signifies. The explanation was then given that Jacob had fought with God and with men. It is easy to comprehend his having fought with men but that he fought “with God” is more difficult to understand. Throughout Jacob’s entire life he had been dragging God’s blessing out under all circumstances for his own use, under “his own steam.” He was too self-willed and too proud to let the blessing be given to him.

So “God fights” was now his name. This meant, first, that God chose, because of the patriarch’s stubbornness and pride, to fight against him. Second, it meant that God would fight for Israel.

Jacob’s new name would remind him and others of this fight in which he had overcome. These words were full of hope to the Israelites. If one could contend successfully with God, he could then win the battle with man. Thus the name “God fights” and the explanation that Jacob had “overcome” obtained the significance of a promise for the nation’s forthcoming struggles.

32:30-32. Jacob named the place Peniel (“face of God”) because he had seen God face to face and had been spared. As before (28:19; 31:47; 32:2), he named the place to commemorate the event. However, “no one has ever seen God” (John 1:18).
God had come as close to Jacob as possible—He had laid hands on him. The idea is not and yet he was spared, but rather “and” his life was spared. He had prayed for deliverance (Gen. 32:11), using nāṣal (“Save me”), the same word he used later (nāṣal “spared,” v. 30). Jacob’s prayer for deliverance was answered by God in this face-to-face encounter and blessing.

When God touched the strongest sinew of the wrestler, it shriveled, and with it Jacob’s persistent self-confidence also shriveled. His carnal weapons were lame and useless; they failed him in his contest with God. What he had surmised for the past 20 years now dawned on him: he was in the hands of the One against whom it is useless to struggle. After this crippling touch, Jacob’s struggle took a new direction. Now crippled in his natural strength he became bold in faith.

Jacob was not the only one whom God encountered in this manner. Moses was met by God when he had not yet complied completely with God’s will (Ex. 4:24). Jacob’s encounter was at the frontier of the land promised to the seed of Abraham. God, the real “Proprietor” of the land, opposed his entering as “Jacob.” In his self-will and his own strength he could never enter the land.

The point of the story for the new nation of Israel that would come from Egypt into the land of promise is clear: Israel’s ultimate victory would come not by the usual ways by which nations gain power, but through the power of the divine blessing. Self-sufficiency is incompatible with the work of God in any age. Faith alone overcomes the world.]
 

[We don’t truly see ourselves until first we see the Lord. “What is your name?” (v. 27, nkjv) was the question that forced Jacob to confess his true self—“Jacob, the schemer.” Once he faced himself and confessed his sin, Jacob could be changed. God gave him a new name—“Israel, prince with God” or “a God-governed man.” The way to have power with God is to be broken by God. God also gave him a new beginning and a new power as he began “walking in the Spirit” and not in the flesh. This was illustrated by a new walk, for now Jacob limped. He had been broken by God, but his limp was a mark of power and not weakness. Verse 31 indicates the dawning of a new day, as the sun rose and Jacob limped out to meet Esau— with God’s help!
 

A revolutionary man or woman is someone who allows God to change and use them any way God sees fit. The changes Jacob underwent transformed him to a true revolutionary. Are you willing to become one?
Revolutionary Men

Focal Passage: Genesis 32:22-31
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God radically changed Jacob’s nature.

Application Aim: To consider how I can be a revolutionary man (or woman) for God.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Describe a fight you have been in (if any).

2. What is your nickname?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Jacob was a conniver his entire life. A one night encounter with God changed all that. His wrestling match with God lead to a radical transformation which changed Jacob into a revolutionary man. He became the father of the nation God would use to present Jesus Christ to the world. How much are you willing to allow God to make you a revolutionary?.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What was Jacob doing (why traveling)?

· Who was with him?

· What was Jacob like in the earlier years?

· Describe what happened to him in v. 24.

· What is the significance that the wrestling took all night?

· Why do you wrestle with things in your past?

· How can you get rid of them once and for all?

· Who did Jacob wrestle with?

· How did the man (or angel) win?

· What did Jacob ask for in return for releasing the man?

· What was Jacob having to admit when he said his name?

· What do you tell about yourself when people ask who you are?
· What new name was Jacob given?

· What does it probably mean?

· How did this make Jacob a revolutionary man?

· What did Jacob name the place where he fought?
· What does it mean?

· Name a place where you had a significant encounter with God.
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How has God changed you?

· What might He still want to change?

· How does God want you to demonstrate to others how God can make them a revolutionary?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
Handout

Revolutionary Men

Focal Passage: Genesis 32:22-31
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God radically changed Jacob’s nature.

Application Aim: To consider how I can be a revolutionary man (or woman) for God.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
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