Revolution
Week of June 9-10, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

A Revolutionary Community

Focal Passage: Romans 12:3-16
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God desires us to live in relationship with other believers.

Application Aim: To determine to live out my responsibilities in a revolutionary community – a LifeGroup.
Brookwood believes that a maturing believer is one who is loving, living, growing, giving, & influencing. This means the believer is loving God, living in relationship with other believers, growing spiritually to become more like Christ, giving of self and resources in service, and influencing others for Christ. A person with a life centered in Christ is a person living in Godly relationships with other believers in a revolutionary community. For Brookwood, living relationships means:

A. doing life together through LifeGroups – key “LifeGroup” strategy measurable 

B. living in accountability with another 
C. actively involved in friendship with God and others

D. praying for each other

E. listening to and caring for others’ needs
As we look at this passage today, we will learn how God desires us to live in relationship with other believers and have the opportunity to determine to live out our responsibilities in a revolutionary community – a LifeGroup.

BACKGROUND

[Paul was writing to Christians who were members of local churches in Rome. He described their relationship to each other in terms of the members of a body. (He used this same picture in 1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4:7–16.) The basic idea is that each believer is a living part of Christ’s body, and each one has a spiritual function to perform. Each believer has a gift (or gifts) to be used for the building up of the body and the perfecting of the other members of the body. In short, we belong to each other, we minister to each other, and we need each other. What are the essentials for spiritual ministry and growth in the body of Christ? 

Honest evaluation (v. 3). Each Christian must know what his spiritual gifts are and what ministry (or ministries) he is to have in the local church. It is not wrong for a Christian to recognize gifts in his own life and in the lives of others. What is wrong is the tendency to have a false evaluation of ourselves. Nothing causes more damage in a local church than a believer who overrates himself and tries to perform a ministry that he cannot do. (Sometimes the opposite is true, and people undervalue themselves. Both attitudes are wrong.) 

The gifts that we have came because of God’s grace. They must be accepted and exercised by faith. We were saved “by grace, through faith” (Eph. 2:8–9), and we must live and serve “by grace through faith.” Since our gifts are from God, we cannot take the credit for them. All we can do is accept them and use them to honor His name. (See 1 Cor. 15:10 for Paul’s personal testimony about gifts.) 

When the individual believers in a church know their gifts, accept them by faith, and use them for God’s glory, then God can bless in a wonderful way. 

Faithful cooperation (vv. 4–8). Each believer has a different gift, and God has bestowed these gifts so the local body can grow in a balanced way. But each Christian must exercise his or her gift by faith. We may not see the result of our ministry, but the Lord sees it and He blesses. Note that “exhortation” (encouragement) is just as much a spiritual ministry as preaching or teaching. Giving and showing mercy are also important gifts. To some people, God has given the ability to rule, or to administer the various functions of the church. Whatever gift we have must be dedicated to God and used for the good of the whole church. 

It is tragic when any one gift is emphasized in a local church beyond all the other gifts. “Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?” (1 Cor. 12:29–30) The answer to all these questions is no! And for a Christian to minimize the other gifts while he emphasizes his own gift is to deny the very purpose for which gifts are given: the benefit of the whole body of Christ. “Now to each man the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7, niv). 

Spiritual gifts are tools to build with, not toys to play with or weapons to fight with. In the church at Corinth, the believers were tearing down the ministry because they were abusing spiritual gifts. They were using their gifts as ends in themselves and not as a means toward the end of building up the church. They so emphasized their spiritual gifts that they lost their spiritual graces! They had the gifts of the Spirit but were lacking in the fruit of the spirit—love, joy, peace, etc. (Gal. 5:22–23).

Loving participation (vv. 9–16). Here the emphasis is on the attitudes of those who exercise the spiritual gifts. It is possible to use a spiritual gift in an unspiritual way. Paul makes this same point in 1 Corinthians 13, the great “love chapter” of the New Testament. Love is the circulatory system of the spiritual body, which enables all the members to function in a healthy, harmonious way. This must be an honest love, not a hypocritical love (Rom. 11:9); and it must be humble, not proud (Rom. 11:10). “Preferring one another” means treating others as more important than ourselves (Phil. 2:1–4). 

Serving Christ usually means satanic opposition and days of discouragement. Paul admonished his readers to maintain their spiritual zeal because they were serving the Lord and not men. When life becomes difficult, the Christian cannot permit his zeal to grow cold. “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom. 12:12, niv). 

Finally, Paul reminded them that they must enter into the feelings of others. Christian fellowship is much more than a pat on the back and a handshake. It means sharing the burdens and the blessings of others so that we all grow together and glorify the Lord. If Christians cannot get along with one another, how can they ever face their enemies? A humble attitude and a willingness to share are the marks of a Christian who truly ministers to the body. Our Lord ministered to the common people, and they heard Him gladly (Mark 12:37). When a local church decides it wants only a certain “high class” of people, it departs from the Christian ideal for ministry.]
 
Paul’s letter the Corinthians revealed a revolutionary community – a community in which participants recognized their involvement was as much for the others as it was for themselves. Members of the body of Christ belong to one another. It’s the same for LifeGroup members – each is responsible for doing their part. Each shares a responsibility to regularly participate. Individuals in the group may be responsible for guiding the discussion, hosting a meeting, contacting members (and potential members) between meetings, keeping good records, planning fellowships, or whatever else may be needed.

Are you committed to a LifeGroup – Brookwood’s revolutionary community? Are you doing your part?
A Revolutionary Community

Focal Passage: Romans 12:3-16
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God desires us to live in relationship with other believers.

Application Aim: To determine to live out my responsibilities in a revolutionary community – a LifeGroup.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Who has been generous to you over the years?

2. What do you think of when you hear “tithe”?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

A person with a life centered in Christ is a person living in Godly relationships with other believers in a revolutionary community. As we look at this passage today, we will learn how God desires us to live in relationship with other believers and have the opportunity to determine to live out our responsibilities in a revolutionary community – a LifeGroup.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· How are you supposed to think of yourself?

· Why do we sometimes think more of ourselves than we should? 

· How are we to relate to other Christians?

· How are we to function in the body of Christ?

· Who do we belong to?

· What are some possible responsibilities we have?

· How do LifeGroups accomplish this?

· Based on vv. 9-16, how are we to treat one another?

· How can we demonstrate devotion to one another?

· Why does it seem difficult today to share with believers in need, or is it?

· How are we to deal with those who hurt us?

· How can we not be proud or conceited?
· Why would this be considered a revolutionary community?

· What responsibilities must be assumed for a LifeGroup to function as it is supposed to?
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How are you participating in a LifeGroup?

· What are you willing to do to make your LifeGroup a revolutionary community?

· What are you doing to involve more people in a revolutionary community?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Genesis 32:24-30
Handout

A Revolutionary Community

Focal Passage: Romans 12:3-16
Knowledge Aim: To learn how God desires us to live in relationship with other believers.

Application Aim: To determine to live out my responsibilities in a revolutionary community – a LifeGroup.
For Brookwood, living in a revolutionary community means:

A. doing life together through LifeGroups – key “LifeGroup” strategy measurable 

B. living in accountability with another 
C. actively involved in friendship with God and others

D. praying for each other

E. listening to and caring for others’ needs
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Genesis 32:24-30
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