Revolution
Week of June 3-4, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Stewardship: A Revolutionary Lifestyle

Focal Passage: Genesis 14:17-20; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3

Knowledge Aim: To learn how God expects me to support His kingdom financially.
Application Aim:  To determine to begin or continue to regularly support God’s kingdom financially.
Money. God expects His followers to financially support His kingdom – not because God needs it but because His children need to trust more in the Father to meet their needs than in all the money they can earn. Today, we will examine two passages and learn how we can have a revolutionary lifestyle by financially supporting God’s kingdom.
BACKGROUND

Gen. 14:17-20. [When Abraham returned from battle, he was met by two kings: Bera, King of Sodom (“burning”), and Melchizedek, King of Salem (“peace”). Bera offered Abraham all the spoils in return for the people, while Melchizedek gave Abraham bread and wine. Abraham rejected Bera’s offer but accepted the bread and wine from Melchizedek and gave him tithes of the spoils. All of this is symbolic and presents some important spiritual truths that you should understand and apply today.

Abraham had to choose between two kings who represented two opposite ways of life. Sodom was a wicked city (Gen. 13:13; Ezek. 16:49–50), and Bera represented the dominion of this world system with its appeal to the flesh (Eph. 2:1–3). Bera means “gift,” suggesting that the world bargains for your allegiance. But Sodom means “burning,” so be careful how you choose! If you bow down to Bera, everything you live for will burn up one day. That’s what happened to Lot!

Melchizedek means “king of righteousness,” and Salem means “peace.” Hebrews 7 and Psalm 110 both connect Melchizedek with Jesus Christ, the “King of peace” and the “King of righteousness” (85:10). Like Melchizedek in Abraham’s day, Jesus Christ is our King-Priest in heaven, enabling us to enjoy righteousness and peace as we serve Him (Isa. 32:17; Heb. 12:11). Certainly we can see in the bread and wine a reminder of our Lord’s death for us on the cross.

So, when Abraham rejected Bera and accepted Melchizedek, he was making a statement of faith, saying, “Take the world, but give me Jesus.” Lot should have made the same decision, but he chose to return to his life of compromise.

Why would it have been wrong for Abraham to take the spoils? After all, didn’t he risk his life and the lives of his retainers to defeat the invading kings and rescue the prisoners? Legally, Abraham had every claim to the spoils; but morally, they were out of bounds. Many things in this world are legal as far as courts are concerned but morally wrong as far as God’s people are concerned.
Melchizedek met Abraham after the battle to strengthen him for the victory. The Lord knows the temptations we face after we have defeated the enemy. Abraham had met the Lord before the battle and promised to take nothing for himself from the spoils of victory. He was single-minded as he led his army, and God gave him victory.

Genesis 14:20 is the first mention of tithing in the Bible. To tithe is to give God 10 percent, whether of money, farm produce, or animals. (The Heb. word means “ten.”) When we tithe, we acknowledge that God owns everything and that we are grateful stewards of His wealth. The Jews paid an annual tithe to the Lord (Lev. 27:30–33) as well as a tithe every third year especially for the poor (Deut. 26:12–15). They could also tithe the remaining 90 percent for a special “festive offering” to be enjoyed in Jerusalem (Deut. 12:5–19).

The practice of tithing antedated the Law of Moses; for not only did Abraham tithe, but so did Jacob (Gen. 28:22). For this reason, many Christians believe that God’s people today should begin their giving with the tithe. The New Testament plan for giving is outlined in 2 Corinthians 8–9, but tithing is a good place to start.

But Abraham provides us with a good example of giving. He brought his gifts to Jesus Christ in the person of Melchizedek. (See Heb. 7:1–10.) We do not give our tithes and offerings to the church, the pastor, or the members of the finance committee. If our giving is a true act of worship, we will give to the Lord; and, for that reason, we want to give our very best (Mal. 1:6–8).

Abraham was prompt in his giving. His stewardship principles were firmly fixed in his heart so there was no reason to delay.

He was also proportionate in his giving, a policy encouraged by the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 16:1–2). Tithing is a good place to begin; but as the Lord blesses, we must increase that percentage if we are to practice the kind of “grace giving” that is described in 2 Corinthians 8–9.

Abraham gave because he loved God and wanted to acknowledge His greatness and His goodness. What a contrast between “the Most High God” and the heathen idols! Abraham’s God is possessor (Creator) of heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19; see Isa. 40). He deserves all the worship and praise of all of His people!]
 

1 Cor. 16:1-3. Even though Paul was primarily dealing with a special missionary offering, we can learn some Biblical principles for supporting God’s kingdom financially. 
[16:1. At this appropriate juncture, Paul took up the Corinthian inquiry (7:1) concerning a proposed collection for God’s people (1:2) in Jerusalem (15:3). The Corinthians had apparently heard about the collection through members of the Galatian churches, the oldest of all the Pauline-planted churches (Acts 13:14-14:23) in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. Paul’s instruction to them was repeated to the Corinthians.

16:2. Paul never used the word “tithe” when he discussed giving, even though he gave more attention to giving than any other New Testament writer. Giving should be a systematic, weekly practice when the church meets together. Giving was also to be proportionate—in keeping with one’s income (Acts 11:29). The income of some would permit them to give a greater proportion, while others, due to their few resources and other constraints on them, would be limited to lesser contributions. What was important was that giving be a unified ministry with each one participating, regardless of his income. Then when it came time to deliver the contributions to the saints in Jerusalem, no last-minute collections would need to be made, and the gift could be sent off gladly, not grudgingly (2 Cor. 9:5)—as would be true if it were wrung out by emotional appeals or personal pressure.

16:3-4. Paul’s practice in money matters was scrupulously aboveboard. Not only did he avoid solicitation for himself (9:12, 15), but also when he acted to meet the needs of others he avoided direct involvement in handling the gift. He preferred instead that individuals from the various contributing congregations elect representatives to bear their gift (2 Cor. 8:19-21) whom he might then accompany to the presentation.]
 

Supporting God’s kingdom financially (giving ourselves financially to God) with a tithe, or gift, is an act of worship, is personal, and is to be systematic and proportional. In doing so, we live a truly revolutionary lifestyle. Are you living a revolutionary lifestyle?
Stewardship: A Revolutionary Lifestyle
Focal Passage: Genesis 14:17-20; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3

Knowledge Aim: To learn how God expects me to support His kingdom financially.
Application Aim:  To determine to begin or continue to regularly support God’s kingdom financially.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Who has been generous to you over the years?

2. What do you think of when you hear “tithe”?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Money. God expects His followers to financially support His kingdom – not because God needs it but because His children need to trust more in the Father to meet their needs than in all the money they can earn. Today, we will examine two passages and learn how we can have a revolutionary lifestyle by financially supporting God’s kingdom.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Why did Abram battle against Kedorloamer (v.1-16)?

· Who does Melchizedek represent?

· What was Abram’s response to Melchizedek’s blessing?

· What is the tithe?

· How long did it take Abraham to give his tithe?

· Tithing represents what?

· Why is tithing still relevant today and not just an Old Testament teaching?

· For whom was the Corinthian collection intended?

· Whose example did Paul encourage them to follow?

· Who was to give and how much were they to give?

· How should we decide how much to set aside for the church?

· What can we learn from the giving practices of the early church?

· What attitudes or actions of the early Christians do you think you should imitate?

· What characteristics of the early church should your church imitate?

· What principles should govern our giving to the work of the Lord?

· In what ways can church leaders be kept accountable in using the money given to the church? 
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How can you be a better steward of the resources God has given you and live a revolutionary lifestyle?
· How can you improve your attitude or practices in supporting God’s work financially? 

· What considerations should you keep in mind when planning your giving?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Romans 12:1-8
Handout

Stewardship: A Revolutionary Lifestyle

Focal Passage: Genesis 14:17-20; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3

Knowledge Aim: To learn how God expects me to support His kingdom financially.
Application Aim:  To determine to begin or continue to regularly support God’s kingdom financially.
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Romans 12:1-8
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