Revolution
Week of May 26-27, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Jesus: A Revolutionary Leader
Focal Passage: Luke 5:27-32
Knowledge Aim: To recognize how Jesus was a revolutionary leader.
Application Aim:  To choose to be a revolutionary follower of Jesus Christ.
Jesus was not a normal leader. When He finally launched His public ministry and began to call the Twelve, He challenged the accepted religious and cultural views of the day. As we look at what Luke records in this passage, will see how Jesus was a revolutionary leader and how Levi can be considered a revolutionary follower. We will also be challenged to become a revolutionary follower.
BACKGROUND

vv. 27-28. To gain a perspective on this verse, one must take into account vv. 17-26. It seems a committee of Jewish leaders from throughout the land gathered to learn more about Jesus. As they were observing Jesus one day, God’s power was so evident that people were being healed. Some friends of a paralytic brought the man to Jesus, but could not get the man into the house because of the crowd. The men, determined to get their friend healed, opened the roof of the house and lowered the man down. Jesus forgave the man’s sins and commented on his faith and that of his friends.
This committee of religious leaders was so disturbed that they accused Jesus of blasphemy. Jesus’ response to the leaders included healing the paralytic and empowering him to take his bed and walk away.

Following this incident, Jesus left the house and approached a local customs official (Levi, also known as Matthew) at his station. [Matthew sat at the toll booth and levied duty on the merchandise that was brought through. Since the tax rates were not always clear, it was easy for an unscrupulous man to make extra money for himself. But even if a tax collector served honestly, the Jews still despised him for defiling himself by working for the Gentiles. John the Baptist had made it clear that there was nothing innately sinful in collecting taxes (Luke 3:12–13), and we have no evidence that Matthew was a thief. But to the Jews, Levi was a sinner, and Jesus was suspect for having anything to do with him and his sinner friends. 

We wonder how much Matthew knew about Jesus. Our Lord’s friendship with Peter and his partners would put Him in touch with the businessmen of Capernaum, and certainly Matthew had heard Jesus preach by the seaside. Matthew instantly obeyed the Lord’s call, left everything, and followed Jesus.]
 

[The fact already ascertained, that Matthew, while a publican, resided in Capernaum, makes it absolutely certain that he knew of Jesus before he was called. No man could live in that town in those days without hearing of “mighty works” done in and around it. Heaven had been opened right above Capernaum, in view of all, and the angels had been thronging down upon the Son of man. Lepers were cleansed, and demoniacs dispossessed; blind men received their sight, and palsied men the use of their limbs; one woman was cured of a chronic malady, and another, daughter of a distinguished citizen,—Jairus, ruler of the synagogue,—was brought back to life from the dead. These things were done publicly, made a great noise, and were much remarked on.] 
 

[v. 29. Jesus’ invitation for Levi to follow him constituted a great honor, especially for one who would have normally been excluded from religious circles. That Levi should respond by throwing a party for him is not surprising; repaying honor was an important part of social life in antiquity. Table fellowship indicated intimate relations among those who shared it, and given the nature of ancient banquets, it was natural for a well-to-do person to invite his (former) colleagues and also subordinates to a feast.] 

Although it appears this was Levi’s first encounter with Jesus, he has no misgivings about following Jesus. He is so immediately transformed that he wants his friends to have the opportunity to experience this so he invites them to a dinner with Jesus.

[v. 30. The Pharisees (and the teachers belonging to their party) were scrupulous about their special rules on eating and did not like to eat with less scrupulous people, especially people like tax gatherers and sinners. Most people regarded tax gatherers as collaborators with the Romans, and nationalistic religious people despised them. Because the Pharisees here attack only Jesus’ table fellowship, we may be certain that Jesus and his own disciples conduct themselves properly in word, eating and drinking and so forth (e.g., they would not get drunk), whether or not all of Levi’s other guests are doing the same.]
 

[The scribes and Pharisees criticized Jesus because they did not understand either His message or His ministry. Jesus simply did not fit into their traditional religious life. It is unfortunate when leaders resist change and refuse to try to understand the new things that God is doing. In order to help them understand, Jesus gave four illustrations of what He was doing. 

[vv. 31–32. The scribes and Pharisees saw Matthew and his friends as condemned sinners, but Jesus saw them as spiritually sick “patients” who needed the help of a physician. In fact, He had illustrated this when He cleansed the leper and healed the paralytic. Sin is like a disease: it starts in a small and hidden way; it grows secretly; it saps our strength; and if it is not cured, it kills. It is tragic when sickness kills the body, but it is even more tragic when sin condemns the soul to hell. 

The scribes and Pharisees were quick to diagnose the needs of others, but they were blind to their own needs, for they were sinners like everyone else. They appeared righteous on the outside but were corrupt within (Matt. 23:25–28). They may not have been “prodigal sons” who were guilty of sins of the flesh, but they were certainly “elder brothers” who were guilty of sins of the spirit (Luke 15:11–32; 2 Cor. 7:1). 

The first step toward healing sin sickness is admitting that we have a need and that we must do something about it. False prophets give a false diagnosis that leads to a false hope (Jer. 6:14); but the servant of God tells the truth about sin, death, and hell, and offers the only remedy: faith in Jesus Christ. The religion of the scribes and Pharisees could offer no hope to Matthew’s friends, but Jesus could. 

What a wonderful Physician Jesus is! He comes to us in love; He calls us; He saves us when we trust Him; and He “pays the bill.” His diagnosis is always accurate and His cure is perfect and complete. No wonder Matthew was so happy and wanted to share the Good News with his friends!]
 

Notice also that Jesus does not see it necessary to begin to describe who the “righteous” are. 
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Knowledge Aim: To recognize how Jesus was a revolutionary leader.
Application Aim:  To choose to be a revolutionary follower of Jesus Christ.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. How do you feel about paying taxes?

2. What jobs do you think have a greater temptation to sin?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Jesus was not a normal leader. When He finally launched His public ministry and began to call the Twelve, He challenged the accepted religious and cultural views of the day. As we look at what Luke records in this passage, will see how Jesus was a revolutionary leader and how Levi can be considered a revolutionary follower. We will also be challenged to become a revolutionary follower.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What reasons could Jesus have had for calling Levi, a deserter to the Roman government, to follow Him? 

· Why do you think Levi followed Jesus without knowing much about Him? 

· How can we follow Christ today? 

· What do people find most difficult to leave behind when they follow Jesus? 

· Why was Jesus comfortable at a party attended almost entirely by people whom others had rejected?

· Why were the Pharisees upset with Jesus?

· What was the point of the Pharisees’ question to Jesus’ disciples?

· How do Jesus’ actions make Him a revolutionary leader? 

· What made Levi a revolutionary follower of Jesus?
· To what occupation did Jesus liken His ministry?

· Why did Jesus come?

· What reason did Jesus give for His coming?
· What did Jesus mean by saying that He came to call sinners to repentance and not to call the righteous? 

· Who are "the righteous" that don’t need Jesus?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How can you be a revolutionary follower of Jesus?

· How can you reach out in the days ahead to one person whom others neglect or ignore?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Genesis 14:17-20; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3
Handout
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Genesis 14:17-20; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3
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