
Week of May 19-20, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

The God-Centered Life

Focal Passage: Exodus 34:10-14

Knowledge Aim: To recognize that God blesses the person whose life revolves around Him. 

Application Aim:  To order our lives around God and His purposes. 

We were wired to worship God—to center our lives around Him and His purposes. Only when He is in His rightful place does everything else fit and work properly. When He gets bumped off center, everything else in our lives is out of sync as well. This passage gives instructions on how to maintain a healthy spiritual life where God is the person around whom everything else revolves. 

BACKGROUND

34:1-9. The Israelites had failed in a major way as they created and worshiped a golden image while Moses was receiving the covenant (ten commandments) from God. In his anger, Moses threw the stone tablets to the ground, breaking them into many pieces. This was symbolic of the covenant between God and His people, now broken by their rebellious idolatry. However, in His grace and mercy, God chose to forgive their sin and initiate a reinstitution of the original covenant. 

34:10. In the previous verses, Moses asked God to let them experience His presence and power as they journeyed to the promised land. The content of this verse is basically parallel to that of 19:4-6, which contains the original covenant proposal. In His great mercy, God allowed Israel to enter into a complete covenant restoration. This was clearly a “reinstitution, not a revision” of the first covenant.
 This was not a new covenant, altered by the sinful activity of the Israelites. God did not say, “Now that you’ve blown it, you’ll just have to settle for second best.” Although there are times when God’s people (then and now) have to bear the consequences of their mistakes, He is willing and able to wipe the slate clean and give them a “do over.” A “do over” is when you make a terrible swing in golf and you’re allowed to erase that stroke and start over. A “do over” is not when you lose your ball on the first shot and have to tee up again. In that case, you still have to count the first stroke in your total score. A “do over” is when you’re allowed to tee up again, but you get to start from scratch. That’s what God was doing with the Israelites in this passage, and it’s what He longs to do for us when we are genuinely repentant.

This chapter lists the six structural elements of the covenant between God and His people. First, there is the preamble, where the two parties involved in the covenant are identified as the LORD—Yahweh (v.6) and Israel (v. 27). The prologue is a brief description of the relationship between these two parties (vv.6-7). The stipulations are the commands to be kept in order for the covenant to remain effective (vv.14-26). Sanctions are also listed, which describe the blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience (vv.11, 24; vv. 14, 15). Like many modern day contracts, biblical covenants often had a list of witnesses to verify authenticity. While there is no list of witnesses, there is the promise of blessing that would be witnessed by the surrounding people as a testimony to the character of God (v.10). When God is a witness to His own covenant, there is no need for further validation. Finally, there is the document clause that describes the preparation and completion of the covenant (vv.1, 4). Like the carbon copies of a current legal document, Old Testament covenants usually contained a duplicate so that each party would have a personal copy. Therefore, it is likely that each of the two tablets contained the entire covenant, not five commands on one and five on the other as in many modern artistic depictions. 

God’s primary motivation for renewing the covenant is described in the second half of this verse. God’s mighty work among His people would draw the attention of the pagans who lived nearby. When God does great things in the lives of His children, it’s not just for them, but also for those who are watching. Everything He does is to reveal Himself and to exalt Himself. Even God is God-centered. 

34:11. There is an unmistakable prerequisite to the promise in this verse because every covenant has two sides. The Hebrew word translated as covenant also means treaty or alliance—which both involve an agreement between two parties. For example, a contract on a piece of property must be signed by the buyer and the seller in order for it to be legal and binding. If either party fails to uphold their end of the agreement, then the other party is automatically released from any legal obligation. 

The Israelites were instructed to obey God’s commands as their part of the agreement. In response to their obedience, God would drive out the existing residents in the promised land. This requirement of obedience was directly related to the reinstituted Sinai covenant, better known as the Ten Commandments. When there is obedience, God often steps in and does for His people what they would otherwise have to do for themselves. As long as they chose to live by His code of conduct, God would take responsibility for the expulsion of all the existing people groups living in the promised land. This would be only one of many blessings associated with their obedience. 

34:12. The content of this verse is very similar to 23:32-33 and appears to be an abbreviated repetition of the same ideas. The word translated as treaty in the NIV is actually the same word translated as covenant in 23:32 and 34:10. So, the Israelites were forbidden from entering into any kind of agreement with the people living in Canaan or their false gods. Their covenant with God was an exclusive one, meaning that their loyalty and devotion had to be for Him alone. In some ways, this was like the covenant relationship of marriage. Once you’re married to one person, you cannot legally marry someone else. Their covenant relationship with God meant that the Israelites could not share their worship with anyone or anything else. Still today, God will not occupy a subordinate role in the lives of His people. He will not share center stage—He’s simply not going to wait in the wings for His turn to be in the spotlight. It’s an all or nothing agreement.

The warning against making agreements with the people of Canaan was a prescription for prevention. God said that any relationship with the pagans would prove to be a snare to His people. That’s because we cannot enter into a union with a person or group of people and remain unaffected by that relationship. 

34:13. To completely sever any potential involvement with the Canaanites and their idols, God instructed His people to wipe out every remnant of idolatry from the land. Each of the verbs used in this verse signify total and absolute destruction. In fact, the word translated cut down in the NIV also means “to kill or behead.” The common thread in each of these three phrases is that they indicate activity that produces irreparable damage. In other words, the destruction of these false gods was to be complete and permanent. Failure to complete the job would be like a surgeon removing a cancerous tumor, but leaving a few cancer cells in the surrounding tissue. Over time, the deadly disease is sure to return. 

    This is the first time the Asherah pole is mentioned in the Old Testament. Because of the grammar used in this verse, it probably refers to any type of wood carving used in the observance of pagan religion. However, it also means “a pole-based carved representation of the goddess Asherah, the consort of the Canaanite weather-god Baal and a fertility benefactress according to local Canaanite thinking.”2 The command was simple—remove every object that could, in any way, be associated with the worship of false gods. 

    34:14. This verse is reminiscent of 20:5 where God originally gave Moses the Ten Commandments. God is reiterating His demand for the exclusive worship of His people. Contrary to popular opinion, worship is not about attending a church service, singing songs, or bowing down to the object of our affections. While each of those things can and should be a manifestation of our worship, it goes much deeper than that. Because of the way we were made, each of us will find someone or something to center our lives around. We were wired for worship. The question is not IF we will worship, but WHO or WHAT we will worship. This verse makes it crystal clear that God will not tolerate divided worship—the idols simply have to go.

    The idolatry of today is just as prevalent, but not as obvious as it was in the Old Testament. We don’t generally pray and bow down to carved images. However, we often reserve our greatest loyalty and affection for someone or something other than God. That’s idolatry. In modern culture, there are generally two ways we can practice idolatry—we either desert God or demote Him. Christians don’t usually desert God because that’s too obvious. We know there’s something wrong with abandoning God. But, we’re often guilty of demoting Him so that He is one of many gods. We don’t shut Him out of our lives, we just shift His position. However, God is jealous for His glory and will never settle for a secondary role in the story of our lives. Yes it’s true—not even YOU get to be the star of your own show. That role has already been filled by the Creator, Writer, and Producer of your life story. 
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GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What is a contract? Why are they necessary in today’s culture?

2. Describe the document that most recently required your signature.

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

We were wired to worship God—to center our lives around Him and His purposes. Only when He is in His rightful place does everything else fit and work properly. When He gets bumped off center, everything else in our lives is out of sync as well. This passage gives instructions on how to maintain a healthy spiritual life where God is the person around whom everything else revolves.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· List as many modern day covenants as you can.

· What are miracles and what is their purpose?

· What is our spiritual responsibility to the nations of the world?

· Which of God’s commands are most difficult to obey?

· What kind of “wonders” does God do today to draw attention to Himself?

· What are treaties?

· Is it wrong for a Christian to go into business with a non-Christian?

· What should you do if you’re married to an unbeliever?

· How can close relationships with ungodly people have a negative affect on us? How can we prevent their negative influence as we seek to reach them for Christ?

· How can the remnants of idolatry be removed from our lives?

· What does the phrase “God is jealous” mean to you?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Are you currently in any treaties with godless people?

· How will you remove the remnants of idolatry from your life?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study

Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 5:27-32
Handout
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Luke 5:27-32
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