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Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

How We Treat One Another
Focal Passage: Philippians 1:1-11
Knowledge Aim:  To learn how we are to treat one another. 
Application Aim:  To determine specific ways we can relate to one another in a Christlike manner.
How we treat one another is important to God. At the beginning of his letter to the Philippians (the first European church Paul established), Paul provides an example and encouragement to these believers in their relationships with one another. It is a lesson we need to remember today.
BACKGROUND

[1:1. The Apostle Paul frequently began his epistles with words of greeting, praise, and commendation. Philippians was no exception. Paul was the author’s Gentile name and Saul his Hebrew name. As the apostle to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:7-8) he used his Gentile name. Instead of referring to his apostleship, as he frequently did in the beginning of a book, here Paul called himself a servant of the Lord. Timothy had a special interest in the Philippian saints (Phil. 2:20) and was associated with Paul’s imprisonment (2:19, 23). Timothy was not a coauthor of this epistle, since he is spoken of in the third person (2:19-24). Both of these men of God, who had been Roman captives, were servants (“slaves”) of Christ Jesus. By calling the Philippian believers saints, Paul was not saying his readers were sinless. The Greek word he used means “those set apart.” The saints at Philippi were set apart for God. They were in Christ Jesus so far as their relationship to God was concerned, though they lived at Philippi.
The apostle made special mention of the overseers and deacons, who were included among all the saints. The “overseers” or bishops, were also called “elders” (Titus 1:5, 7); and they were responsible for shepherding or pastoring the flock (Acts 20:17, 28). The “deacons” were those church leaders who had special service responsibilities in the assembly.

1:2. In his greeting to the Philippians, Paul used two words descriptive of Christian graces: grace and peace. The order in which he used them is significant. Before there can be any genuine peace there must be a personal response to God’s grace, His unmerited favor manifested climactically at Calvary. Both grace and peace find their source in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1:3. It must have brought great joy to the Philippians’ hearts as they read how the apostle often thanked God for them. Here was a letter of commendation from one who was in Roman chains some 800 miles away. About 10 years had passed since Paul had first worked among them. But the passing of time had not diminished his love or his interest in them. Every time Paul thought of them he thanked God for them.

1:4-6. None of the believers was excluded from Paul’s prayers. Coming from a prisoner, this is especially significant. It was with joy that the apostle also besought God on their behalf. Paul’s hardships made him better, not bitter. They always do one or the other to a child of God.

The Philippian saints and Paul were partners in the things of Christ. This was true because they shared with him in his need. They gave of themselves to Paul and in turn to the cause of Christ for which he labored. But not only did they share with him in his need as a prisoner. They had also fellowshiped with him from the first day they trusted Christ. This brought great joy to the apostle’s heart.

Great confidence gripped the apostle as he thought and prayed for the Philippians. The perfect tense of the Greek word translated being confident indicates that Paul had come to a settled conviction earlier and that he still was confident it was true. What was he so confident and sure of? It was that God would most certainly continue on to completion the good work He had begun in them. That good work was their salvation. It may also have included their fellowship and sharing of their bounties with Paul.

Paul had no doubt that God would continue in the Philippians what He had begun to do in them. God would work in them until the day of Christ Jesus. In 2:16 Paul called this “the day of Christ.” Though Paul did not know when that day would occur—when all believers would be caught up to meet the Lord in the air— he did know that God would continue the work He had begun in His own children.

1:7. The first part of this verse is a sort of apology or defense for the way Paul felt about the Philippians (3-6).

The Greek allows for the phrase since I have you in my heart to read “since you have me in your heart.” Certainly both Paul and the Philippians were in each others’ hearts. However, in view of the specific reference to himself (7) it seems better to accept the NIV rendering.
It did not matter whether Paul was under arrest (in chains) or free; his friends at Philippi shared with him in what God was doing through him. That work concerned primarily the spread of the gospel. It was because of their partnership with him that he could propagate God’s grace. Paul praised them for their concern that this good news be spread abroad.

1:8. Paul called on God to witness to his feelings toward the Philippians. Paul was aware—as were his readers—that they could not know his heart. But God knew it perfectly. The affection Paul had for his readers was no mere human interest or attraction. It originated with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Christ’s love had so overwhelmed Paul that His affection was Paul’s very own. The fact that Paul told this to the Philippians demonstrates the reality and intensity of his praise for them.

1:9. The apostle assured the saints that he prayed regularly for them (3). Now here he reported what it was he prayed for. It was Paul’s prayer that the Philippians’ love for other believers would abound, run over as a cup or a river overflows. But that love should be more than sentimental; it should be knowledgeable and discerning. Having genuine spiritual knowledge (epignosis) of God and depth of insight into His ways enables Christians to love God and others more. (This Greek word for “insight” occurs only here in the NT.)

1:10. Paul stated two purposes for his prayer. The first is a near purpose: to discern what is best; and the second is a remote one: to be pure and blameless until the day of Christ. The idea of testing is clearly in view in the Greek word dokimazō, translated “discern.” The testing is with a view to approving. The word was used in testing metals and coins, to determine whether they met the specified standards.

“Pure” is the translation of a Greek word used only here and in 2 Peter 3:1. It is a word which comes from the words for “sun” and “to judge,” thus indicating purity that is tested by the light of the sun. Paul wanted his readers to be rightly related to God and in fellowship with Him. Paul also was concerned that their relationships with others be what God would have them to be. The word translated “blameless” also appears in 1 Corinthians 10:32 where the same writer urged, “Do not cause anyone to stumble.” Paul’s desire for his friends at Philippi ought to be the concern of all believers—to be morally pure, not causing others to stumble.

1:11. Paul also prayed that the believers in the church at Philippi would be filled with the fruit of righteousness. A righteous stand before God, resulting from being clothed in Christ’s righteousness, ought to produce fruit for God. Such inner qualities, partially described in Galatians 5:22-23, will be evident to others. The fruit of the Spirit comes through Jesus Christ, for it is really His life lived out through believers. Such fruit magnifies God, not self. So a life that exhibits such traits is to the glory and praise of God.]
 

How We Treat One Another
Focal Passage: Philippians 1:1-11
Knowledge Aim:  To learn how we are to treat one another. 

Application Aim:  To determine specific ways we can relate to one another in a Christlike manner.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Why do people enjoy eating together? 
2. What kind of food do you prepare when you have people over for dinner?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

How we treat one another is important to God. At the beginning of his letter to the Philippians (the first European church Paul established), Paul provides an example and encouragement to these believers in their relationships with one another. It is a lesson we need to remember today.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.
· Who was the author of the letter to the Philippians?

· How did Paul identify himself and his coworker? 

· To whom did Paul address this letter?

· Who were the overseers and deacons?

· How did Paul greet the Philippians?

· How do we greet one another?

· How should we? How about spouses?

· When Paul thought about the Philippians, what did he do? 

· How were the Philippians in partnership with Paul? 

· What was Paul confident about? 

· What godly encouragement can you offer other Christians? 

· How did Paul feel about the Philippian church? 

· Paul complimented the church at Philippi; what positive things can you say about your congregation? 

· What did Paul report that he prayed for? 

· How is Paul’s prayer for the Philippians a good prayer for you to copy?

· What prayer of thanksgiving can you offer for your church today? Your family? Your co-workers?

· What two results did Paul seek? 

· What is the fruit of righteousness?

· How should this be demonstrated in our relationships?
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How can you encourage someone in his or her Christian journey this week? 

· Which Christian brother or sister would be heartened to receive a letter from you this week?
· What might you need to change in how you relate to others?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study
Getting Ready for Next Week: Exodus 34:10-14
Handout
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Application Aim:  To determine specific ways we can relate to one another in a Christlike manner.
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Exodus 34:10-14
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