Transformed
Week of May 5-6, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Failures and Obedience
Focal Passage: John 21:1-17
Knowledge Aim:  To learn that God has a plan for us no matter how much we fail. 
Application Aim:  To obediently follow God regardless of our past failures and future uncertainties.
Following His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His followers in Jerusalem and assured them of His resurrection and God’s plan of redemption. Some time after this appearance and the convincing of Thomas, Peter led 6 other disciples back to fishing. This was the setting of our study today where we will learn that God has a plan for us no matter how much we fail.
BACKGROUND

[21:1-3. An angel had promised that Jesus would meet with His disciples in Galilee (Matt. 28:7). It was significant evidence for Jesus to manifest Himself in a different location and at a later time (Acts 1:3). (The Sea of Tiberias is another name for the Sea of Galilee) The disciples had gone to Jerusalem and had experienced a tumultuous series of events: the Triumphal Entry, the expectation of a new kingdom, a betrayal by a trusted friend, near arrest, denial of Jesus by their leader Peter, the agonizing crucifixion of Jesus, the Resurrection, and the manifestations of the risen Lord. Understandably they were confused and unsure of the future.

Peter went fishing since he may have misunderstood the Lord’s commission (20:22). Peter also had a family to support and undoubtedly had a sense of failure over his sin in denying the Lord. His leadership quality is evident in that six other disciples went with him. Their lack of success without Jesus’ aid and their great catch with His help gave them direction for their new lives.] 

[Fishing was often done at night (cf. Lk 5:5). Some people have reported that fish are more easily caught at night than in the day on the Sea of Galilee (here called Tiberias); they could then be sold in the morning.]
 

[Peter acted without orders in returning to his fishing. He had forsaken all to follow Christ (Luke 5:1–11), and now he was turning back to the old life. Everything about this scene speaks of defeat: (1) it is dark, indicating that they are not walking in the light; (2) they had no direct word from the Lord; (3) their efforts met with failure; (4) they did not recognize Christ when He did appear, showing that their spiritual vision was dim. Peter led the other six men astray when he made his hasty decision. How tragic is a bad influence! We need to keep in mind that God blesses us only when we abide in Christ and obey the Word. “Without Me you can do nothing” (15:5). Too many Christians enter into well-meaning but unscriptural activities, only to waste time, money, and energy for nothing. Let us beware of impatience. It is better to wait on the Lord for directions, and then let Him bless, than to involve ourselves in useless activities.]
 

[21:4-6. Early in the morning the disciples failed to recognize Jesus . . . on the shore either because of distance or lack of light. He called out to them, Friends, haven’t you any fish? The word “friends” (paidia) is literally, “little children” or perhaps “lads.” In response to His authoritative voice and instruction (6), they hauled in a huge catch of fish (11). This similarity to an earlier miracle (Luke 5:1-11) enabled the disciples to identify the Lord and to recognize His ability to do great signs after His resurrection.

21:7-9. This revelation of Jesus and His power to His disciples dawned first in the beloved disciple, who exclaimed, It is the Lord! (cf. 20:28) John had also been first to discern the significance of the grave clothes (20:8). Hearing John’s word, Peter immediately jumped into the water, and apparently swam to Jesus. This is typical of his impulsive nature (he went first into the tomb; 20:6). This psychological insight into Peter’s character reinforces the historical reliability of John’s eyewitness testimony. Peter’s action contrasts strikingly with the time he started to sink in the water (Matt. 14:30). Jesus had prepared a breakfast of charcoaled fish with bread for the hungry disciples.] 

[Peter has an inner garment or at least a loincloth on; but even in the cool of dawn he may have worked up enough of a sweat to have kept his outer garment off. (The Sea of Galilee is lower in elevation than Jerusalem.) His outer garment is wrapped around his waist or tucked over his belt.]
 
21:10-11. Mention of the large fish, 153 in all, has given rise to all kinds of allegorical and symbolic interpretations. But probably John mentioned the number as a matter of historical detail. With a group of men fishing, the common procedure would be for them to count the fish they caught and then divide them equally among the fishermen. A spiritual lesson here is that great blessing comes to one’s efforts when he follows the Lord’s will.

21:12-14. When Jesus invited them to eat with Him, none of them asked who He was for they knew it was the Lord. The fact that both Mary (20:14) and the Emmaus Road disciples (Luke 24:13-35) did not immediately identify the Lord may indicate some difference in the Lord’s resurrection appearance here. Yet the identification was so certain that all the disciples knew it was Jesus. Their meal together stamped an indelible impression on their minds. Years later in his preaching Peter spoke of himself as a reliable witness who ate and drank with Jesus after His resurrection (Acts 10:41). The third time means Jesus’ third appearance to the apostles, which John narrated (cf. John 20:19, 24 for the other two appearances).

21:15-17. Earlier Peter had denied Jesus beside a fire (18:18, 25). Now beside another fire he was restored publicly.

Jesus called him Simon Son of John, as He had when He first met Peter (1:42). Jesus asked him, Do you truly love Me more than these? What did Jesus mean by “these”? Jesus probably was referring to the disciples, in light of Peter’s proud statement that he never would fall away no matter what others did (Matt. 26:33, 35; Luke 22:33; John 13:37). Jesus’ threefold question and threefold commission of apostolic mission contrast directly with Peter’s three denials. Three times Peter said he did not even know the Lord (18:17, 25, 27); now three times he said he loved the Lord (21:15-17). No matter how great a person is, he may fall (1 Cor. 10:12). But God’s grace and forgiveness will restore the repentant. This provision of grace would be important, for the church would soon face great persecution and even church leaders would waver in their commitments.

Three times Jesus commissioned Peter to care for the flock: Feed My lambs; (v. 15); Take care of My sheep (v. 16); Feed My sheep (v. 17). Some Roman Catholics assume that this asserts Peter’s primacy, but this is foreign to the passage (cf. 1 Peter 5:2). In Jesus’ three questions of love (agapas, agapas, and phileis) and His three commands of duty (boske, “tend”; poimaine, “herd, lead to pasture”; boske) various Greek synonyms are used. Since it is difficult to see any consistent distinctions that John intended, most scholars see these as stylistic variations.]
 
Although Peter failed Jesus at the crucifixion and following the resurrection, Jesus still chose to use Peter. Peter had to obey! Jesus does the same for us. What will you do?
Failures and Obedience
Focal Passage: John 21:1-17
Knowledge Aim:  To learn that God has a plan for us no matter how much we fail. 

Application Aim:  To obediently follow God regardless of our past failures and future uncertainties.
GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)

Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. Why do people enjoy eating together? 
2. What kind of food do you prepare when you have people over for dinner?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Although Peter failed Jesus at the crucifixion and following the resurrection, Jesus still chose to use Peter. Peter had to obey! Jesus does the same for us. In our study today where we will learn that God has a plan for us no matter how much we fail. What will you do?
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)

If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.
· When did Jesus appear to His disciples?

· Who had gone out to fish?

· Why do you think they went fishing? Should they have?

· What did Jesus ask His disciples?

· What did Jesus tell His disciples to do? Did they? Why?

· What happened when the disciples did what Jesus had told them to do? 

· Why is it hard for us to see God working in our lives? 

· What did Peter do when he realized that it was the Lord?

· What do you do when you realize the Lord is speaking?

· Through what ordinary events in life have you encountered Jesus? 

· What did Jesus ask His disciples to do once they were on shore?

· Why didn’t the disciples ask Jesus who He was? 

· What did Jesus do with the bread and fish? 

· When has God miraculously and abundantly provided for your needs? 

· How many times had Jesus appeared to His disciples? Why?
· What did Jesus ask Peter three times? 

· What did Jesus tell Peter to do? 

· How did Peter feel after Jesus had asked him the same question three times?
· When do you experience fellowship with Jesus?

· Who are Jesus’ sheep? 

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How should we demonstrate our love for Jesus? 

· What can you do to look past your failures so you are free to obey the Lord?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study
Getting Ready for Next Week: Philippians 1:1-11
Handout

Failures and Obedience
Focal Passage: John 21:1-17
Knowledge Aim:  To learn that God has a plan for us no matter how much we fail. 

Application Aim:  To obediently follow God regardless of our past failures and future uncertainties.
Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Philippians 1:1-11
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