Transformed
Week of April 14-15, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

A New Creation
Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Knowledge Aim:  To learn how a person becomes a new creation in Christ.

Application Aim:  To consciously choose to live as a new creation.

BACKGROUND

[5:11-12. Though Paul knew that his salvation and eternal destiny were obtained by faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8-9), the thought of one day standing before his Savior (2 Cor. 5:10) awed him. It was the contemplation of that moment that moved Paul to fear the Lord and impelled him on in His service (Matt. 10:28). The purpose of his ministry was to persuade men to “be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20).

The personal defense which follows (vv. 11-12) indicates that Paul met opposition in carrying out that commission. Understandably, a Christian’s message is intimately bound up with his life and ministry (1 Thes. 1:5); the two are hardly separable. Since this is so, Paul had to justify and defend his conduct in order to win a hearing for his message. He followed the tactic used earlier in the letter, affirming before God the sincerity of his motives (2 Cor. 1:12, 23) and calling on the Corinthians to confirm this by their own experiences with him (1:14; 4:2).

The apostle, unlike his opponents, put no stock in external credentials or associations (3:1-2; 5:16a). It was not the externality of the Law but the internality of the Spirit that authenticated his ministry (3:3; Rom. 2:28-29). Nor was he concerned simply about his own reputation among the Corinthians. What did concern him was the reception of his message. He needed to be regarded as a servant of Christ so that his message would be regarded as the message of God. If they took pride (“exulted”) in him, the messenger, then they could answer his and their opponents, who looked on the outward appearance (what is seen) rather than what one is like inwardly (in the heart; 1 Sam. 16:7).

5:13. To affirm his sincerity, Paul was willing to be thought a fool (11:16-17, 21). Who but one out of his mind (“insane”;11:23; Mark 3:21) would show such disregard for himself? (1 Cor. 4:9-13) Would a sane person willingly face a riotous mob intent on destroying him? (Acts 19:30; 21:35-40) Who would be crazy enough to walk back into a city in which he had just been stoned and dragged out? (Acts 14:19-20) Only a person who was utterly devoted to God would show so little regard for himself. Such a man was Paul.

Yet the Corinthians also knew well the prosaic, “sane” side of Paul the teacher (Acts 18:11) and loving father (1 Cor. 4:14-16). Whether they considered him insane or not, his ministry was selfless: It is for you. In his own way Paul had expressed the summation of the Law, loving God with all his heart, soul, and mind, and loving his neighbor as himself (Mark 12:26-31).

5:14-15. Why would Paul live that way? (v. 13) Because Christ had lived that way (Mark 3:21). Though possessing divine prerogatives, He willingly became incarnate and followed the path of obedience to the cross (Phil. 2:6-8), dying for all. By faith Paul was identified with Jesus in His death and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 2:20). And Paul lived with the same selfless abandon the Lord had. Christ’s love, which had converted him, now compelled him (1 John 3:16).

Later in discussing “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18-19), Paul developed the historical and objective implications of Christ’s atonement. His concern in those verses was the subjective application of the Savior’s objective work. All those who by faith entered into the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice (and now live spiritually) should respond by living selflessly and being involved in that ministry of reconciliation. They should no longer live for themselves but for Him. Paul was certainly doing this; therefore the Corinthians should exult in him (v. 12).

5:16. As a result of his conversion Paul no longer evaluated people on the basis of externals. He implied that his opponents, and to a certain extent those influenced by them, did (v. 12).

At one time this had been true of Paul also. He had opposed Christ and His followers (Acts 22:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:9) because he had regarded Christ (“knew Christ”) from a worldly (“according to flesh”; 2 Cor. 1:12) point of view. He had information about Jesus, but this was not the same as believing in Him. Mere information about Jesus cannot transform a person from self-centeredness to selflessness (5:15). Only conversion could effect that, as it had done for Paul (Acts 9:1-20).

5:17. No one was more able to reflect on that transformation than Paul who switched from a persecutor of Christ to a proclaimer of Christ (Acts 9:5, 20-22). He was in Christ (a phrase Paul used repeatedly in his epistles to speak of a believer’s spiritual relationship to Christ) because he believed the message of the gospel and was identified by faith with Christ. To be in Christ is to be a new creation (Gal. 5615). This new creation is brought about by the Holy Spirit, the Agent of regeneration (Titus 3:5) and the Giver of divine birth (John 3:3, 6-8). God’s new creative work, begun in each one who believes in Christ, will one day be consummated on a universal scale (Rev. 21:4-5). The old life of slavery to self and sin has gone. The new life of devotion to Christ means that one has new attitudes and actions (2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 6:4; Eph. 4:23-5:2).

5:18-19. Like the first Creation (of the universe), the new Creation is initiated by God: All this is from God (4:6; 1 John 4:10). Also, like the first Creation, the new creation becomes a reality through the work of Christ (Col. 1:16). Christ’s death on the cross makes possible human reconciliation to God. Reconciliation involves removing rebellious and sinful man’s enmity toward God (Rom. 5:10). This is one of the many marvelous accomplishments of the Godhead on behalf of a person the moment he believes in Christ for salvation from sin. Because Christ bore mankind’s sin on the cross, He made peace possible. By trusting themselves to the reconciling work of Christ alone, people pass from God’s wrath to God’s blessing and from spiritual death to spiritual life. Then men’s sins are no longer counted, that is, imputed or reckoned, against them, for Christ has taken them on Himself. This is the treasure of the gospel which Paul proclaimed (2 Cor. 4:7), the message of reconciliation (5:19) delivered in the ministry (4:1) of reconciliation (5:18).

5:20. Few verses more precisely summarize Paul’s ministry and message. As Christ had preached peace to all men on the basis of what He would accomplish (Eph. 2:16), Paul continued that proclamation in His stead. The immediate representative of God’s message of reconciliation was Paul, whose ministry is shared by all who are “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17, 19). All believers should serve Christ as His ambassadors. Paul’s appeal was an impassioned plea (“we try to persuade men”) addressed to the world on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

5:21. Paul now summarized the basis of this message. The Cross epitomized the love of God (John 3:16) and of Christ (John 15:13; Rom. 5:8). The Savior was sinless: He had no sin. He was “without sin” (Heb. 4:15), and “in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). He took on Himself the sin of the world (John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2). God made Him . . . to be sin for us. The sins of the world were placed on Him so that, in turn, His righteousness could be given those who trust Him (Rom. 5:17) and are thus in Him. That gift of righteousness is obtainable only by faith.]
 

TEACHING PLAN
A New Creation
Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Knowledge Aim:  To learn how a person becomes a new creation in Christ.

Application Aim:  To consciously choose to live as a new creation.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. How have you seen someone change significantly?

2. What has been the most difficult change for you?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ makes a person a new creation. Paul was concerned about this reconciliation and transformation. In his letter to the Corinthian Christians, Paul reminded them of what it means to become reconciled and a new creation. Today we will be challenged to consciously choose to be that new creation.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· How do we demonstrate we fear the Lord?

· Why did Paul try to persuade others to follow Christ?

· What are we in God’s eyes? (v.11)

· Why was Paul trying to defend himself?

· How do Christians sometimes take pride in ministries that give them attention and popularity? 

· How might a Christ follower be considered out of his mind?

· What motivated Paul?

· Why was it necessary for Christ to die?

· How did Paul change the way he looked at people?

· How might you need to change how you look at people?

· According to v. 17, what is everyone who believes in Jesus?

· How are they a new creation?

· What happened when God sent His Son to earth?

· What does God do with our sins when we are reconciled to Him?

· How do we represent Christ?
· How is it possible for us to be motivated both by the fear of the Lord and Christ’s love?
GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Who can you be an ambassador for Christ to this week?

· What part of your old creation needs to be put away?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study
Getting Ready for Next Week: Romans 8:38-39
Handout

A New Creation
Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Knowledge Aim:  To learn how a person becomes a new creation in Christ.

Application Aim:  To consciously choose to live as a new creation.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Romans 8:38-39
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