John 17
Week of March 31 & April 1, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Jesus’ Prayer for Us
Focal Passage: John 17:20-26

Knowledge Aim:  To discover Jesus’ request for us.

Application Aim:  To determine how we can live out His desire for us.

John 17 is often called the High Priestly Prayer. Jesus, acting as a high priest on our behalf (our representative to the Father), prays for Himself, the Twelve, and us. After leaving the upper room where He washed the disciples’ feet, Jesus journeyed to the Garden of Gethsemane. On that journey, He spent time talking to His Heavenly Father. In that prayer, Jesus prayed that the Father would glorify Him so He would glorify the Father.

Then He prayed for the twelve men He chose to be His followers. Jesus knew what they were about to endure after His death and departure from earth. Jesus prayed for their protection, unity, joy, and maturity (sanctification).
Following His request for His disciples, Jesus prays for those who believe in Him through the efforts of His chosen twelve. This prayer is for all believers since these twelve men – that includes you and me today. As we look at the end of this chapter, we will discover Jesus’ request for us and determine how we can live out His desire.
BACKGROUND

[Here our Lord focuses our attention on the future. He begins to pray for us who live today, for the whole church throughout all ages. He has already prayed about security and sanctity; now the burden of His prayer is unity. He is concerned that His people experience a spiritual unity that is like the oneness of the Father and the Son. Christians may belong to different fellowships, but they all belong to the Lord and to each other. 

The disciples had often exhibited a spirit of selfishness, competition, and disunity; and this must have broken the Savior’s heart. I wonder how He feels when He sees the condition of the church today! The Puritan preacher Thomas Brooks wrote: “Discord and division become no Christian. For wolves to worry the lambs is no wonder, but for one lamb to worry another, this is unnatural and monstrous.” 

What is the basis for true Christian unity? The person and work of Jesus Christ and His glory (John 17:2–5). He has already given His glory to us, and He promises that we will further experience that glory when we get to heaven! All true believers have God’s glory within, no matter what they may look like on the outside. Christian harmony is not based on the externals of the flesh but the internals and eternals of the Spirit in the inner person. We must look beyond the elements of our first birth—race, color, abilities, etc.—and build our fellowship on the essentials of our new birth.] 
  

[Jesus was not praying for the unity of a single, worldwide, ecumenical church in which doctrinal heresy would be maintained along with orthodoxy. Instead, He was praying for a unity of love, a unity of obedience to God and His Word, and a united commitment to His will. There are great differences between uniformity, union, and unity.

All believers belong to the one body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13) and their spiritual unity is to be manifest in the way they live. The unity Christ desires for His church is the same kind of unity the Son has with the Father: just as You are in Me and I am in You (John 10:38; 17:11, 23). The Father did His works through the Son and the Son always did what pleased the Father (5:30; 8:29). This spiritual unity is to be patterned in the church. Without union with Jesus and the Father (they . . . in Us), Christians can do nothing (15:5). The goal of their lives is to do the Father’s will.
 ]

[We already possess His glory within (John 17:22, and note Rom. 8:29), and one day we shall behold His glory in heaven (John 17:24). As we grow in the Lord, the glory within begins to grow and to reveal itself in what we say and do and the way we say and do it. People do not see us and glorify us; they see the Lord and glorify Him (Matt. 5:16; 1 Cor. 6:19–20). 

One of the things that most impresses the world is the way Christians love each other and live together in harmony. It is this witness that our Lord wants in the world “that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me” (John 17:21). The lost world cannot see God, but they can see Christians; and what they see in us is what they will believe about God. If they see love and unity, they will believe that God is love. If they see hatred and division, they will reject the message of the Gospel. 

Jesus has assured us that some will believe because of our witness (John 17:20), but we must make sure that our witness is true and loving. Some Christians are prosecuting attorneys and judges instead of faithful witnesses, and this only turns lost sinners away from the Savior. 

There is every reason why believers should love one another and live in unity. We trust the same Savior and share the same glory. We will one day enjoy the same heaven! We belong to the same Father and seek to do the same work, witnessing to a lost world that Jesus Christ alone saves from sin. We believe the same truth, even though we may have different views of minor doctrinal matters; and we follow the same example that Jesus set for His people, to live a holy life. Yes, believers do have their differences; but we have much more in common, and this should encourage us to love one another and promote true spiritual unity. 

In John 17:25–26, there are no petitions. Jesus simply reported to His Father about the ministry in the world, and He made several declarations that are important to us. He declared that the world does not know the Father, but that we believers know Him because the Son has revealed the Father to us. The world certainly has many opportunities to get to know the Father, but it prefers to go on in blindness and hardness of heart. Our task as Christians is to bear witness to the lost world and share God’s saving message. 

He also declares the importance of truth and love in the church. Believers know God’s name (nature) and even share in that divine nature. Jesus makes it clear that truth and love must go together (see Eph. 4:15). It has well been said that truth without love is brutality, but love without truth is hypocrisy. The mind grows by taking in truth, but the heart grows by giving out in love. Knowledge alone can lead to pride (1 Cor. 8:1), and love alone can lead to wrong decisions (see Phil. 1:9–10). Christian love must not be blind! 

As you review this prayer, you see the spiritual priorities that were in the Savior’s heart: the glory of God; the sanctity of God’s people; the unity of the church; the ministry of sharing the Gospel with a lost world. We today would be wise to focus on these same priorities. 

One day, each of us will have to give an account of his or her ministry. It is a solemn thought that we shall stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ and give our “final report.” 

I trust that we will be able to say, “I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4).]
 

We need to influence our world and guide them to a life centered in Christ as we demonstrate unity.
TEACHING PLAN
Jesus’ Prayer for Us

Focal Passage: John 17:20-26

Knowledge Aim:  To discover Jesus’ request for us.

Application Aim:  To determine how we can live out His desire for us.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. How did you celebrate Easter in the home you grew up in?

2. Name one element of your prayer life.

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Jesus prays for those who believe in Him through the efforts of His chosen twelve. This prayer is for all believers since these twelve men – that includes you and me today. As we look at the end of this chapter, we will discover Jesus’ request for us and determine how we can live out His desire.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What were the circumstances surrounding this prayer of Jesus? What just happened? Where was He going? What was the first part of His prayer about?

· Who are the “not them alone” in verse 20?

· Now who is Jesus praying for?

· What is His prayer for us?

· What is the difference in uniformity & unity? (uniformity = no variation or individuality; unity = harmony; accord; oneness)
· Is a marching band an example of unity or uniformity? (unity; playing different notes w/ different instruments)

· Does Jesus expect unity or uniformity? (unity!) Why?
· What is the example Jesus compares our unity to?

· What do others do when God’s children are united?
· What does v. 21 imply others do when there is disunity in God’s family?

· Was Jesus asking God for one unified worldwide “local” church?
· How can we have multiple denominations and expressions of Christianity and still be united?

· What does Jesus indicate the world knows about God?

· How can the world know God?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How do you see unity portrayed in our church?

· What can you do to make sure people believe in Jesus through your life and your church?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study
Getting Ready for Next Week: 1 Corinthians 5:11-21
Handout

Jesus’ Prayer for Us

Focal Passage: John 17:20-26

Knowledge Aim:  To discover Jesus’ request for us.

Application Aim:  To determine how we can live out His desire for us.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: 1 Corinthians 5:11-21
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