Finding God
Week of March 10 & 11, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Finding God Every Day

Focal Passage: Psalm 24:1-6

Knowledge Aim: To identify what kind of people experience and enjoy the presence of God daily.

Application Aim: To recognize God in the ordinary moments of life.

God is everywhere, but we are not always aware of His presence. [Spiritual growth, in a sense, is simply increasing our capacity to experience the presence of God. Brother Lawrence wrote, “The most holy and necessary practice in our spiritual life is the presence of God. That means finding constant pleasure in His divine company, speaking humbly and lovingly with him in all seasons, at every moment, without limiting the conversation in any way.” What if God could be that close? Maybe I miss him because I fail to see him in the ordinary moments of my life. Maybe every heartbeat is not just the mechanism of a sophisticated plumbing system but the echo of God’s voice, the murmur of God’s love. I believe that the greatest moment of your life is this moment right here. Every past moment is irretrievably gone. It’s never coming back. If you live there, you lose your life. This moment is God’s irreplaceable gift to you. Most of all, this is the moment that matters most because this moment is where God is. In fact, this moment is the only place where you can meet God.]1
BACKGROUND

Psalm 24:1-6. This is a royal psalm, which means that it depicts the Lord’s entrance into the holy city. Many bible scholars believe that it is connected in some way with the return of the ark of the covenant into Jerusalem. In the first two verses, the psalmist praised God for His role as creator and sustainer of the universe. These statements of God’s sovereignty set the stage for the questions that follow. If God is the Sovereign Lord over all people, places, and things, then who can approach Him? The idea here is that everything and everyone belongs to God, but God belongs only to a select group of people. He is truly known and enjoyed only by those who meet the qualifications listed in this psalm. 

   Psalm 15 is a parallel passage, and both psalms underscore the reality that experiencing God and enjoying His presence involve “going up higher.”2 In other words, God reserves the blessing of His manifest presence for those who are in a passionate pursuit of purity. The requirements listed here are reminiscent of a time when the Levites who carried the ark (which represented the presence of God) had to be ceremonially clean to perform their duties. Likewise, if we, as priests of God, want to carry His presence, then we must be spiritually clean. First of all, we’ve got to have clean hands, which refers to godly conduct or righteous actions. But there also has to be a purity of heart, which is about godly character and righteous attitudes. It’s as if the psalmist was saying, “You’ve got to DO right, but even beyond that, you’ve got to BE right.” Character always trumps conduct for at least two reasons. For one thing, we can do all the right things and still be the wrong person. Jesus said the Pharisees were like a dish that was clean on the outside, but dirty on the inside because they had the right conduct, but the wrong character (Matthew 23:25-26). Today, we’re guilty of the same thing when we’re more concerned about appearance than actuality. For example, we often want to appear loving more than we really want to love people. We want to appear spiritual more than we want to be spiritual.3 When these things are true of us, we’ve gotten the cart before the horse—we’ve prioritized conduct over character. 

  Another reason character trumps conduct is because our conduct is always a product of our character and not vice versa. I don’t tell the truth to become an honest person; I tell the truth because I’m an honest person. I don’t give to the needy so I’ll become a generous person, but because I am a generous person. Therefore, I don’t become the person God created me to be by changing my conduct, but by changing my character. I don’t need to focus on doing the right things, but on being the right person. That’s not to say that my conduct doesn’t matter, but if I get the character thing right, the conduct will always follow.

  The psalmist went on to describe the person who has clean hands and a pure heart as one whose life is not characterized by idolatry or deception. There is only room for one god in each of our lives—it can either be the God or a god, but never both. God will not share His throne with another person, a career, a hobby, or even church. He reveals Himself only when there are no rivals for His position. When we have other gods, we’re entirely too distracted to notice Him even if He did show up. Since God is synonymous with truth, we will not enjoy His presence until our lives are free of deception. If we really want to find and experience God fully, we’ve got to learn to be real—with Him, with others, and with ourselves. 

  The person described in this psalm is promised the blessing of God. Keeping with the context of this passage, the blessing is directly connected to the presence of God. In other words, this person will be blessed by a perpetual awareness and enjoyment of God. He’ll see God where He’s never seen Him before. She’ll recognize God where she’s never noticed Him before. This is what Jesus meant in Matthew five when He said, “God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God” (NLT). They won’t see Him in the flesh because He doesn’t have a body. But, they’ll recognize Him in other people, they’ll notice Him in the sunrise, and sometimes they’ll even see Him in the mirror. 

  The psalmist compared those who experience and enjoy God’s presence to their spiritual ancestor Jacob. He had a pretty shady past, but then he got desperate to know and encounter God instead of running from him. He wrestled with God and would not let go until he received the blessing he so desperately craved. For Jacob, knowing God turned out to be a painful but productive experience. That’s often the way it is for us because we simply don’t recognize how desperate we are for God until something difficult comes along. Jacob’s struggle with God left him limping for the rest of his days—a constant reminder of God’s touch on his life. Our lives ought to be marked by our encounters with God as well. We ought to bear the scars of our struggles to know Him and experience His presence. 

   Living with a daily—even momentary awareness of God’s presence is a simple concept, but it doesn’t come easily. We have to train ourselves to recognize Him. We’ve got to learn to look and listen for Him in the smallest and most ordinary details of life. He’s all around us every single day, but I’m afraid we’ve stopped noticing Him. Sadly, the old cliché “familiarity breeds contempt” is a pretty accurate description of our relationship with God. In a spiritual sense, we’ve become victims of what psychologists refer to as “habituation.”4 That’s what happens when we get so accustomed to something that we don’t even notice it anymore. It’s kind of like learning to wear contact lenses. At first, you’re painfully aware of the foreign object in your eyes, but after a while you don’t even notice them anymore. Could it be that we’ve gotten so used to God’s presence that we’ve become painfully unaware of it? If so, then we must determine to intentionally increase our capacity to connect with God. 

  [When God did come down to be with us…it’s as if he put on Waldo’s goofy-looking glasses and striped shirt. He looked ordinary. He had no “majesty,” that we should be attracted to him. He was weak enough that he was called “despised and rejected by men.” So God came down and was born in a manger and got a job in the construction industry pounding nails eight hours a day. God was on every page, but no one recognized him, because everyone was expecting somebody who looked like the guy on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Where’s Waldo? He’s right around the corner. He’s lurking where you least expect him. He’s right there on the page. He’s anywhere people are willing to see the whole world with eyes incapable of anything but wonder, and a tongue fluent only in praise…He’s closer than you think.]5  So, the question is not really where we can find God, but how we can train ourselves to see him in the most mundane moments of a daily routine. 

  This passage from Psalm 24 gives us two basic instructions if we really want to find God in everyday life. First, we’ve got to realize that He is everywhere and proactively determine to look for Him until we find Him. As Sovereign Lord of the universe, He is not only Creator and Sustainer, but He is also an inhabitant of the earth. He has made His dwelling among us so that we can know and experience Him in a personal and intimate way. Second, we have to remove whatever obstacles keep us from connecting with God. It might be a relationship, a habit, an attitude, or just plain busyness. But whatever it is that keeps us so preoccupied and distracted that we cannot effectively and regularly connect with God—simply MUST go. “Give us clean hands. Give us pure hearts. Let us not lift our souls to another. O God let us be a generation that seeks—that seeks your face O God of Jacob.”  

​​​__________
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TEACHING PLAN
Finding God Every Day

Focal Passage: Psalm 24:1-6

Knowledge Aim: To identify what kind of people experience and enjoy the presence of God daily.
Application Aim: To recognize God in the ordinary moments of life.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time.

1. What was the most unexpected event that happened to you this week?

2. Is it possible for a person to see God?

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

 […I believe that the greatest moment of your life is this moment right here. Every past moment is irretrievably gone. It’s never coming back. If you live there, you lose your life. This moment is God’s irreplaceable gift to you. Most of all, this is the moment that matters most because this moment is where God is. In fact, this moment is the only place where you can meet God.]1
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· If the earth is God’s, what is our responsibility in caring for it?

· What does it mean to experience God?

· If God is everywhere, why do we see/feel Him more at certain times and in certain situations?

· What is the difference between character and conduct? Which one is more important?

· Is it possible to do bad, but be good? Is it possible to be bad, but do good? 

· What are the most prevalent modern day idols?

· What are some examples of culturally accepted dishonesty?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How can you increase your awareness of God?

· What distracts you from seeing God in the ordinary stuff?

· Are there areas of your character or conduct that are preventing you from making a God connection?

· When was the last time you experienced the unmistakable presence of God? 

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of the study.

Getting Ready for Next Week: Matthew 6:1-8
Handout

Finding God in Every Day

Focal Passage: Psalm 24:1-6

Knowledge Aim: To identify what kind of people experience and enjoy the presence of God daily.
Application Aim: To recognize God in the ordinary moments of life.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Matthew 6:1-8
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