Finding God
Week of March 3 & 4, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Finding God in Interruptions

Focal Passage: Matthew 9:18-26

Knowledge Aim: To discover that some interruptions come from God.

Application Aim: To look for God and join Him in my daily interruptions.

[In the Russian church certain people called poustinikki would devote themselves to a life of prayer. They would withdraw to the desert (poustinia) and live in solitude, but not in isolation. (The Russian word for solitude means “being with everybody.”) By custom, “the latch was always off the door” as a sign of availability, according to Tilden Edwards. “The poustinik’s priority at any time was his neighbor’s need (which might stretch beyond prayer and counsel to physical labor, as at harvest time).” Sometimes in our work we must be interruptible for tasks that are not on our agenda. Sometimes we must live with the “latch off the door.” Sometimes we need to be available to talk or pray with troubled people—people who we will not be able to “cure” and who can’t contribute to our career success.]1 We, as individuals and as a church, will find God and be effective for His Kingdom only to the degree that we are willing to be interrupted. 

BACKGROUND

If you skim the verses and chapters directly preceding this passage, it’s quite obvious that Jesus was a very busy man. His schedule was pretty full with sermons to preach, demons to cast out, and sicknesses to heal. And on top of all that, He was mentoring His disciples so they would eventually be ready to take the Kingdom baton and run with it. Everything in Jesus’ Daytimer was high priority. There was no “free time” to work with and no corners to cut. He had a whole lot to do and only a little time to do it. If ever somebody had the right to stick to a schedule—to be rigid with the routine—it was Jesus. After all, time management is a major part of success and effectiveness, right? 

Time management gurus tell us that we must create a list of the non-negotiable things we want to accomplish and then refuse to be distracted. Jesus, however, did not live by these rules and He was the most influential person to ever walk the planet. While there is value in setting goals and making schedules, Jesus demonstrated that there is even greater value in flexibility. In this passage, He encountered a synagogue ruler whose daughter had just died. Although Mark and Luke both refer to the girl as “dying” and not “dead,” the differences are extremely subtle in the original language (Mark 5:21-42; Luke 8:40-56). It’s not the exact time of death that really matters here, but the astounding faith of this father. Whether the girl was in the process of death or decay, her father firmly believed that Jesus could bring her back to life and health. 

Luke wrote that while Jesus was “on his way” to see the girl, He was interrupted by another needy person. A woman with a bleeding disorder touched the bottom of Jesus’ robe, fully convinced that His power could fix her problem. So what’s Jesus going to do in this scheduling dilemma? His trip to the synagogue ruler’s house was written in bright red in His Daytimer, and we all know about the stuff written in red—it simply cannot be neglected or postponed. It’s our human tendency to stick with our original plan and address the interruptions with any time we have left at the end of the day. But that’s not what Jesus did here. He did the unthinkable—the unimaginable—the unbelievable. HE CHANGED HIS PLANS. He adjusted His schedule. He was willing to delay His initial appointment because people are more important than plans. Jesus was probably never asked to speak at any time management conventions, but maybe that’s because time doesn’t matter that much to God. I feel sure He doesn’t wear a watch or carry a calendar—after all, He’s eternal. 

All three gospel accounts of this story make if obvious that the woman’s faith was instrumental in her healing. The word usually translated as healed in this passage literally means saved, which  probably indicates that her healing was not just physical, but spiritual as well.2 When she encountered Jesus that day, her body was made well and her spirit was made whole. Her life was transformed and her eternal destiny secured because Jesus was willing to be interrupted. He understood the difference between a busy life and a hurried life. [Jesus often had much to do, but he never did it in a way that severed the life-giving connection between him and his Father. He never did it in a way that interfered with his ability to give love when love was called for…Jesus was often busy, but never hurried. Hurry is not just a disordered schedule. Hurry is a disordered heart.]3 

After this woman was healed, Jesus went back to His original schedule. As He made His way to the synagogue ruler’s home, it became obvious that the girl had been pronounced dead. The instrumentalists and mourners were already there to participate in the wake. However, Jesus created a big stir when He said she wasn’t really dead, but only sleeping. The perception of death hasn’t changed much over the years—it’s always been considered basically irreversible. The laughter of the crowd was heavily seasoned with skepticism, since only a lunatic could mistake death for sleep. Jesus was fully aware that the young girl was deceased, but He also knew that her condition was temporary. That’s precisely why He referred to her as “asleep” and not “dead.” 

Before Jesus performed this unprecedented miracle, He had everyone leave the room except His disciples and the girl’s family. The literal terminology used for sending the crowd away is to throw out or even exorcise.4 One reason for aggressively expelling these onlookers was to restore a sense of peace and calm to a home that had been overtaken with grief. But, more importantly, Jesus was limiting the guest list to those who had genuine faith. He took the girl by the hand, and His touch brought life back into her body. This was, without a doubt, the greatest miracle up to this point in Jesus’ earthly ministry. For obvious reasons, news of this event spread rapidly and interest in Jesus and His Kingdom grew by leaps and bounds. 

The fact that Jesus stopped to minister to the sick woman didn’t keep Him from reaching His original destination.  That’s because Almighty God had a divine appointment with both of these people in need. Some of the stuff on our calendars is high priority to God, but some of it is not. Some of the interruptions we encounter are from God, and some are not. So, the way to find God in the interruptions is to check His calendar, read His Daytimer, and listen to His voice. Oh, and one more thing—never get in a hurry.

“The most serious sign of hurry sickness is a diminished capacity to love. Love and hurry are fundamentally incompatible. Love always takes time, and time is the one thing hurried people don’t have.”5

1,3,5Ortberg, John. The Life You’ve Always Wanted. Zondervan: Grand Rapids, 2002.

2,4Blomberg, Craig L. The New American Commentary: Volume 22. Broadman Press: Nashville, 1992.                                                                                            
TEACHING PLAN
Finding God in Interruptions

Focal Passage: Matthew 9:18-26

Knowledge Aim: To discover that some interruptions come from God.

Application Aim: To look for God and join Him in my daily interruptions.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time.

1. Compile a list of the “top five most aggravating interruptions to your daily routine.”

2. On a scale of 1-10, rate your flexibility (how easily you deal with a change in plans). 

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

[…Sometimes in our work we must be interruptible for tasks that are not on our agenda. Sometimes we must live with the “latch off the door.” Sometimes we need to be available to talk or pray with troubled people—people who we will not be able to “cure” and who can’t contribute to our career success.]1 We, as individuals and as a church, will find God and be effective for His Kingdom only to the degree that we are willing to be interrupted. 

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· Which person seems to have the more urgent need in this passage? So, why did Jesus delay meeting a more urgent need to address a more immediate one?

· What part of the father’s request required the most faith?

· How can you tell when an interruption is from God?

· Why did the sick woman touch Jesus’ garment?

· Which of the two individuals in this passage displayed greater faith (sick woman or sad father)?

· Why were there instrumentalists and a noisy crowd at the home of the dead girl?

· Why did Jesus throw the crowd out of the room before He restored the girl to life?

· Why did Jesus say the girl was only sleeping when she was obviously dead?

· What was the result of this young girl’s resurrection?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Is busyness keeping you from Kingdom opportunities?

· How can you reduce the “hurry” in your life?

· What scheduling changes do you need to make to prioritize God and His purposes for you?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.

Getting Ready for Next Week: Psalm 24:1-6

· Handout

Finding God in Interruptions

Focal Passage: Matthew 9:18-26

Knowledge Aim: To discover that some interruptions come from God.

Application Aim: To look for God and join Him in my daily interruptions.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Psalm 24:1-6
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