Finding God
Week of February 24 & 25, 2007

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Corporate Worship
Focal Passage: Psalm 100

Knowledge Aim: To discover the foundation and fundamentals of corporate worship.

Application Aim: To incorporate the various elements of worship into a personal lifestyle; to actively participate in corporate worship. 

“Worship could be defined as having an intense passion for a person, place, or thing.”
 It’s not just a weekend activity reserved for the religious crowd. The truth is—Everybody worships! God wired us in such a way that there is a craving—a built-in appetite—to worship someone or something. So, the real question is not “DO your worship, but WHO (or WHAT) you worship.” It’s pretty simple, but sometimes shocking, to identify the true object of our worship. It’s the “thing” that consumes the greatest amount of our time and thoughts. It might be a person or a position. It could be a career or a car. For some people, it’s money and material things. But whatever it is, if it’s not God, then our worship is wasted. Because genuine worship is 24/7, we want our weekend worship experiences at Brookwood to be a collective overflow of our perpetual passion for God. 

As we explore Psalm 100 today we will learn about corporate worship and how to incorporate it into our lifestyle.

BACKGROUND

This psalm is basically a summons for all the earth to worship God. At the time this psalm was written, many people still believed that God was available only to the chosen people of Israel. So, it was a revolutionary idea that everyone—Jews and Gentiles—could have equal access to Jehovah God. This universal call to worship is, in some ways, a foreshadowing of the day when “every knee will bow” in worship and “every tongue” will glorify the Father by acknowledging the Lordship of His Son (Phil. 2:10-11).

There is an obvious thread of joy woven through these verses as they describe a genuine corporate worship experience. The phrase “shout for joy” means to get loud for the purpose of applause, joy, or triumph. This same phrase refers to the war cry sent out by soldiers calling everyone within the range of their voices to come and join the military effort.  In that same way, the praise and worship of God’s people should magnetically draw unbelievers to join the celebration. That means our weekend worship should provide an irresistible invitation for those without God to embrace and enjoy Him. An additional implication of the military metaphor is that corporate worship is one of our most powerful weapons in fighting the enemy. According to Psalm 8:2, God has ordained praise “to silence the foe and the avenger (NIV).” Where spiritual battle is concerned, the worshiping church will be the winning church.

Verse three of this psalm gives the foundation of authentic worship—knowing the person and character of God. We simply cannot worship what we do not know. As we grow in our knowledge of God, we will experience an increasing awareness of His presence and a distinct growth in our private and corporate worship. It is absolutely essential that we know God because worship is our heartfelt response to Him. Matt Redman described it this way—“All worship is a response to a revelation—it’s only as we breathe in more of the wonders of God that we can breathe out a fuller response to Him.”

Sprinkled throughout this chapter are words that identify who God is and what He’s really like. These names and divine attributes form the basis of our praise—they guide us to the throne in genuine worship. In verse one, God is referred to as LORD, or Jehovah, which is the proper name for the one true God and means “the existing One.” He is worthy of our praise because He is self-existent—He needs no creator or sustainer because He is the eternal One who was, is, and always will be. In verse three, He is our Creator, Owner, Shepherd, and Elohim, the “divine One.” The psalmist also praised God for His goodness, His enduring love, and His eternal faithfulness (v. 5). This one brief chapter is a model for modern worship as we discover WHO God is and then we declare our adoration for Him and express our affection to Him. 

Worship can take place individually or corporately—at home, at church, in the car, etc. It can involve scripture, songs, or even silence.  But one non-negotiable aspect of worship is that it must go beyond what we do with our lips to what we do with our lives. Worship is not just what you say or what you sing; it’s not a weekly or even daily event—it’s a way of life. The following verses describe a variety of different avenues that can lead us to a genuine worship encounter with God. 

[100:1-2. Verses 1-3 include a call for praise and joyful service. People everywhere (all the earth; 96:1; 97:1; 98:4) should shout . . . to the Lord; they are not to be subdued in their praise of Him. Moreover, they are to serve Him with gladness. This service, with joyful songs, may mean worship.

100:3. The Lord should be praised and worshiped joyfully because He is sovereign. He is the Creator, and those who trust Him are His possession. They follow Him, for they are the sheep of His pasture (cf. 74:1; 79:13; 95:7; also note 23:1; 80:1).

100:4-5. This second part of the psalm is a call to the saints to enter Jerusalem (God’s gates) and to go to the temple (His courts) to offer their thanksgiving sacrifices for His blessings to them.

The people should praise the Lord for His goodness, love, and faithfulness. These benefits endure from generation to generation. So every generation that experiences God’s goodness, love, and faithfulness can join in praising Him with “The Old One-Hundredth.”]
 

TEACHING PLAN
Corporate Worship

Focal Passage: Psalm 100

Knowledge Aim: To discover the foundation and fundamentals of corporate worship.

Application Aim: To incorporate the various elements of worship into a personal lifestyle; to actively participate in corporate worship. 

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time.

1. What activity/responsibility consumed the greatest

amount of your time last week?
2.
What is your favorite name for God in the Bible?

3.   What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Worship is the “thing” that consumes the greatest amount of our time and thoughts. It might be a person or a position. It could be a career or a car. For some people, it’s money and material things. But whatever it is, if it’s not God, then our worship is wasted. Because genuine worship is 24/7, we want our weekend worship experiences at Brookwood to be a collective overflow of our perpetual passion for God. 

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· How do you determine the object of a person’s worship?

· Does shouting and clapping interfere with the reverence of a corporate worship experience? Use Psalm 100 to answer.

· What are some of the most common objects of worship in this culture?

· Are you more encouraged/challenged by the informational or inspirational part of a sermon?

· What’s the hardest part of confronting a fellow believer who has strayed from God’s Word?

· What role does the style of music play in a corporate worship experience? 

· How can we grow in a spirit of gratitude?

· In what way is prayer a part of individual and corporate worship?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Do you spend more time in private or public worship?

· How do you contribute to the corporate worship experiences at Brookwood?

· What kind of message does your life communicate about God?

· How are you preparing to talk about God and His Word with unbelievers? 

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of the study.

Getting Ready for Next Week: Matthew 9:18-26

Handout

Corporate Worship

Focal Passage: Psalm 100

Knowledge Aim: To discover the foundation and fundamentals of corporate worship.

Application Aim: To incorporate the various elements of worship into a personal lifestyle; to actively participate in corporate worship. 

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Matthew 9:18-26
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