Red Zone
Week of February 17 & 18, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Influencing People for Jesus
Focal Passage: John 1:35-42
Knowledge Aim: To learn how Jesus’ early followers influenced others for God.
Application Aim: To determine to be a positive influence for God.
Brookwood believes that a maturing believer is one who is loving, living, growing, giving, & influencing. This means the believer is loving God, living in relationship with other believers, growing spiritually to become more like Christ, giving of self and resources in service, and influencing others for Christ. To become a maturing believer, one must not only be loving God, living in Godly relationships, and growing daily, giving themselves to God, but also influencing people. For Brookwood, influencing people means:

a. Praying for the lost 

b. Inviting your friends and co-workers to church
c. Making a difference in someone’s life that points them to Christ

d. Telling my Christ story

e. Taking others with me

f. Mentoring someone on their faith journey

g. Serving God through involvement in missions 

As we look at this passage today, we will learn what the Bible says about influencing others for God.

BACKGROUND

Beginning in John 1:19, John begins a report of the life of Jesus leading up to the wedding at Cana. The first day consisted of the priests and Levites questioning Jesus. The second day was the baptism of Jesus. The third day was the calling of the first disciples (the day this lesson focuses on). The fourth day was the call of Philip and Nathanael. Three days later was the wedding at Cana. [Since Jewish weddings traditionally were on Wednesdays, it would make this third day the Sabbath Day. But it was not a day of rest for either John the Baptist or Jesus, for John was preaching and Jesus was gathering disciples. 

The two disciples of John who followed Jesus were John, the writer of the Gospel, and his friend Andrew. John the Baptist was happy when people left him to follow Jesus, because his ministry focused on Jesus. “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

When Jesus asked them, “What are you seeking?” He was forcing them to define their purposes and goals. Were they looking for a revolutionary leader to overthrow Rome? Then they had better join the Zealots! Little did Andrew and John realize that day how their lives would be transformed by the Son of God. 

“Where are You dwelling?” may have suggested, “If You are too busy now, we can visit later.” But Jesus invited them to spend the day with Him (it was 10 a.m.) and no doubt He told them something of His mission, revealed their own hearts to them, and answered their questions. They were both so impressed that they found their brothers and brought them to Jesus. Andrew found Simon and John brought James. Indeed, they were their brothers’ keepers! (Gen. 4:9) Whenever you find Andrew in John’s Gospel, he is bringing somebody to Jesus: his brother, the lad with the loaves and fishes (John 6:8), and the Greeks who wanted to see Jesus (John 12:20–21). No sermons from Andrew are recorded, but he certainly preached great sermons by his actions as a personal soul winner! 

“We have found the Messiah!” was the witness Andrew gave to Simon. Messiah is a Hebrew word that means “anointed,” and the Greek equivalent is “Christ.” To the Jews, it was the same as “Son of God” (see Matt. 26:63–64; Mark 14:61–62; Luke 22:67–70). In the Old Testament, prophets, priests, and kings were anointed and thereby set apart for special service. Kings were especially called “God’s anointed” (1 Sam. 26:11; Ps. 89:20); so, when the Jews spoke about their Messiah, they were thinking of the king who would come to deliver them and establish the kingdom. 

There was some confusion among the Jewish teachers as to what the Messiah would do. Some saw Him as a suffering sacrifice (as in Isa. 53), while others saw a splendid king (as in Isa. 9 and 11). Jesus had to explain even to His own followers that the cross had to come before the crown, that He must suffer before He could enter into His glory (Luke 24:13–35). Whether or not Jesus was indeed the Messiah was a crucial problem that challenged the Jews in that day (John 7:26, 40–44; 9:22; 10:24). 

Simon’s interview with Jesus changed his life. It also gave him a new name—Peter in the Greek, Cephas in the Aramaic that Jesus spoke—both of which mean “a rock.” It took a great deal of work for Jesus to transform weak Simon into a rock, but He did it! “Thou art... thou shalt be” is a great encouragement to all who trust Christ. Truly, He gives us the “power to become” (John 1:12). 

It is worth noting that Andrew and John trusted Christ through the faithful preaching of John the Baptist. Peter and James came to Christ because of the compassionate personal work of their brothers. Later on, Jesus would win Philip personally; and then Philip would witness to Nathanael and bring him to Jesus. Each man’s experience is different, because God uses various means to bring sinners to the Saviour. The important thing is that we trust Christ and then seek to bring others to Him.]
 

Jesus’ early followers had such a life-changing experience with Jesus that they had to tell others about Him. The first disciples, the woman at the well, the Gadarene demoniac, and the healed crippled man are just some of the individuals scripture tells us influenced others by sharing their Jesus experience. It is still possible today to have a significant influence on others concerning Jesus. How will you be a positive influence for Jesus? 
TEACHING PLAN
Influencing People for Jesus

Focal Passage: John 1:35-42
Knowledge Aim: To learn how Jesus’ early followers influenced others for God.

Application Aim: To determine to be a positive influence for God.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. 

1. What is one of your hobbies?
2. Who had the most influence over you in this hobby?
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Brookwood believes that a maturing believer is one who is loving, living, growing, giving, & influencing. This means the believer is loving God, living in relationship with other believers, growing spiritually to become more like Christ, giving of self and resources in service, and influencing others for Christ. To become a maturing believer, one must not only be loving God, living in Godly relationships, and growing daily, giving themselves to God, but also influencing people.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What is this “next day” in v. 35?

· Who is the “John” in v. 35?

· Who was John with?

· How did he refer to Jesus?

· What happened to the two with John?

· How do you think John felt about them leaving him?

· How do you feel when people you have invested in seem to turn their backs on you?

· How did Jesus respond to them when He saw them? (asked their expectations)

· What are your expectations of Jesus?

· How did He answer their question?

· How did these 2 come to trust Jesus? (through John)

· After spending the day with Jesus, what did Andrew do?

· What do you do after spending time with Jesus?

· What are people looking for in a Messiah?

· How did Peter respond to Andrew?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How are you influencing non-believers for Christ?

· Who do you need to share your Christ story with or invite to church?

· How are you influencing believers for Christ?

· Who do you need to be taking with you on your journey with Christ?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.

Getting Ready for Next Week: Psalm 100
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