Red Zone
Week of January 20 & 21, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Loving God
Focal Passage: Mark 12:28-34
Knowledge Aim: To examine what Jesus says about loving God.
Application Aim: To commit to making my love for God a priority in my life.
Brookwood believes that a maturing believer is one who is loving, living, growing, giving, & influencing. This means the believer is loving God, living in relationship with other believers, growing spiritually to become more like Christ, giving of self and resources in service, and influencing others for Christ. To become a maturing believer, one must first become a believer in Christ and begin a loving relationship with God. As we discuss this passage in Mark, we will examine what Jesus says about loving God and commit to making our love for God a priority in our life.
BACKGROUND

[12:28. One of the Law teachers, had heard Jesus’ discussion with the Sadducees (12:18-27) and was impressed with His good answer to them. This suggested he was probably a Pharisee.

He came with no apparent hostile or hidden motive to appraise Jesus’ skill in answering a much-debated subject in scribal circles. Traditionally the scribes spoke of 613 individual commandments of the Mosaic Law—365 negative ones and 248 positive ones. While they believed all were binding, they assumed a distinction between weightier and lighter statutes and often attempted to sum up the whole Law in a single unifying command.

In light of this debate, this Law teacher asked Jesus, Which (poia, “what kind of”) commandment is the most important (prōtē, “first”) of them all?

12:29-31. Jesus’ reply went beyond the debated lighter/weightier classifications to a statement of the most important command and its inseparable companion, which together summarize the whole Law.

He began with the opening words of the Shema (from Heb. “Hear!” [šema‘], the first word of Deut. 6:4). This creed (Num. 15:37-41; Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21) was recited twice daily—morning and evening—by devout Jews. It asserted the basis of Jewish faith: The Lord (Heb., Yahweh), namely, our God, Israel’s covenant-keeping God, the Lord is One, that is, unique (Mark 12:32).

The command, Love (“you shall love”) the Lord your God (Deut. 6:5), calls for a volitional commitment to God that is personal, comprehensive, and wholehearted. This is emphasized by the repeated words with (ex, “out of,” denoting source), all (holēs, “the whole of”), your (singular) and the various terms relating to the human personality—heart (control center; cf. Mark 7:19), soul (self-conscious life; cf. 8:35-36), mind (thought capacity), and strength (bodily powers). The Hebrew text does not mention “mind”; the Septuagint omits “heart”; but Jesus included both terms, stressing the comprehensive nature of the command (cf. 12:33; Matt. 22:37; Luke 10:27).]

[Jesus made love the most important thing in life, because “love is the fulfilling of the Law” (Rom. 13:8–10). If we love God, we will experience His love within and will express that love to others. We do not live by rules but by relationships, a loving relationship to God that enables us to have a loving relationship with others.]
 

 [Jesus then spoke of a similar commitment to one’s neighbor by quoting a second inseparable (cf. 1 John 4:19-21) and complementary command. Love (lit., “you shall love”) your neighbor (plēsion, “one who is nearby,” a generic term for fellowman) as, in the same way as, yourself (Lev. 19:18). The love a person has naturally for himself is not to focus solely on himself—a constant tendency—but should be directed equally toward others.

No (Greek “no other”) commandment is greater than these two because wholehearted love to God and one’s neighbor is the sum and substance of the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 22:40). To fulfill these commands is to fulfill all others.

12:32-34a. These verses are unique to Mark. Apparently they instructed his readers who struggled with the relationship between spiritual reality and ceremonial ritual.

The scribe (12:28) recognized the accuracy of Jesus’ answer and voiced his approval, viewing Him as an excellent Teacher (vv. 14, 19). He restated Jesus’ answer, carefully avoiding mention of God (not in the Gr. text but supplied in the niv) in keeping with the typical Jewish practice of avoiding unnecessary use of the divine name out of great respect for it. The words, There is no other but Him, come from Deuteronomy 4:35. He also substituted the word understanding for “soul” and “mind” (Mark 12:30).

He made the bold statement that the double command of love is much more important than all burnt offerings (fully consumed sacrifices) and sacrifices (those partly consumed and partly eaten by worshipers; 1 Sam. 15:22; Prov. 21:3; Jer. 7:21-23; Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8).

He had responded wisely, and Jesus probably stimulated further thought by declaring, You are not far (“not far” is emphatic in Greek) from the kingdom of God (Mark 1:15; 4:11; 10:15, 23). This man had the kind of spiritual understanding (cf. 10:15) and openness to Jesus that brought him near to embracing God’s kingdom, His spiritual rule over those related to Him by faith. Whether he entered this relationship is not known.

12:34b. Jesus had effectively thwarted all attempts to discredit Him and had exposed the hostile motives and errors of His opponents so skillfully that nobody else dared ask Him any more questions.]
 

TEACHING PLAN
Loving God

Focal Passage: Mark 12:28-34

Knowledge Aim: To examine what Jesus says about loving God.

Application Aim: To commit to making my love for God a priority in my life.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. 

1. What does it mean to you to have faith in something?
2. Describe the person you know with the most faith in the Lord.
3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

A maturing believer is one who is loving God, living in relationship with other believers, growing spiritually to become more like Christ, giving of self and resources in service, and influencing others for Christ. To become a maturing believer, one must first become a believer in Christ and begin a loving relationship with God. As we discuss this passage in Mark, we will examine what Jesus says about loving God and commit to making our love for God a priority in our life..

GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What did the teacher ask Jesus?

· What did Jesus answer?

· Where did His answer come from?

· How does Jesus say we are to relate to God?

· What was the teacher’s response to Jesus’ reply?

· How did Jesus describe this teacher in v. 34?

· How do you love God with all your heart?

· How do you love God with all your soul?

· How do you love God with all your mind?

· How do you love God with all your strength?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· How would God describe your love of Him?

· How can you make loving God a greater priority?

· How can you tell your love for God is growing stronger?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.


NOTE TO TEACHER
To strengthen the relationships of your group, for the next few weeks have different individuals share their favorite Bible verse. Pre-enlist one person to share each week. Take about 5 minutes at the beginning of each study to share.

Handout

Loving God

Focal Passage: Mark 12:28-34

Knowledge Aim: To examine what Jesus says about loving God.

Application Aim: To commit to making my love for God a priority in my life.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Mark 12:28-34
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