1 Corinthians 1
Week of January 6 & 7, 2007
Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

Church Harmony
Focal Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:4-18
Knowledge Aim: To explore possible causes of disunity in the church family.
Application Aim: To evaluate any disunity in the church caused by me.

The Corinthian church was full of problems. At the beginning of his letter, Paul addresses the disunity of the congregation. Personal differences, misunderstandings, and choices of leadership may each lead to disunity. God places a lot of emphasis on the church being a blended family unit. Each member is dependent on the other. In this study we will discuss some causes of and solutions for disunity. 
BACKGROUND

[1:4. However prone the Corinthians may have been to self-exaltation, it was because of God’s grace alone that they were members of the body which existed in Christ Jesus.
1:5. It was only because they were a part of His body that they had been so enriched with the speaking and knowledge gifts such as tongues, prophecy, discernment of spirits, and/or interpretation (12:4-11). These gifts were not given to be abused as the Corinthians had done, but to be used for the good of all the church.

1:6. The presence of these gifts also bore testimony to the effectiveness of Paul’s message about Christ. Though it might have been feebly delivered (2:1-5), God securely implanted His Word.

1:7-8. Because it was God’s work, Paul had no question about the outcome. Because the Corinthian believers were justified by God’s grace, they would stand before Him blameless (“free from accusation”) when Christ returns. Thus they could eagerly wait (used seven times in the NT of the return of Christ: Rom. 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor. 1:7; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 9:28) for Him.

1:9. This was so because God . . . is faithful and He had called the Corinthians into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ. But one cannot enjoy fellowship with Christ while being at odds with other members of His body (Matt. 5:23-24). So it is on this note that Paul made his transition from what God had done in the past and will do in the future to what the Corinthians needed to do in the present, namely, mend their divisions.] 

[Is Christ divided? (vv. 10–13a) The verb means, “Has Christ been divided and different parts handed out to different people?” The very idea is grotesque and must be rejected. Paul did not preach one Christ, Apollos another, and Peter another. There is but one Saviour and one Gospel (Gal. 1:6–9). How, then, did the Corinthians create this four-way division? Why were there quarrels (“contentions”) among them? 

One answer is that they were looking at the Gospel from a philosophical point of view. Corinth was a city filled with teachers and philosophers, all of whom wanted to share their “wisdom.” 

Another answer is that human nature enjoys following human leaders. We tend to identify more with spiritual leaders who help us and whose ministry we understand and enjoy. Instead of emphasizing the message of the Word, the Corinthians emphasized the messenger. They got their eyes off the Lord and on the Lord’s servants, and this led to competition. 

Paul will point out in 1 Corinthians 3 that there can be no competition among true servants of God. It is sinful for church members to compare pastors, or for believers to follow human leaders as disciples of men and not disciples of Jesus Christ. The “personality cults” in the church today are in direct disobedience to the Word of God. Only Jesus Christ should have the place of preeminence (Col. 1:18). 

Paul used several key words in this section to emphasize the unity of the saints in Christ. He called his readers brethren, reminding them that they belonged to one family. The phrase “perfectly joined together” is a medical term that describes the unity of the human body knit together. So, they had a loving union as members of the body. They were also identified by the name of Jesus Christ. This was probably a reference to their baptism. 

We do not know who the people were who belonged to “the house of Chloe,” but we commend them for their courage and devotion. They did not try to hide the problems. They were burdened about them; they went to the right person with them; and they were not afraid to be mentioned by Paul. This was not the kind of “cloak and dagger” affair that we often see in churches—activities that usually make the problem worse and not better. 

Paul was the minister who founded the church, so most of the members would have been converted through his ministry. Apollos followed Paul (Acts 18:24–28) and had an effective ministry. We have no record that Peter (Cephas) ever visited Corinth, unless 1 Corinthians 9:5 records it. Each of these men had a different personality and a different approach to the ministry of the Word; yet they were one (1 Cor. 3:3–8; 4:6). 

Were you baptized in the name of Paul? (vv. 13b-17) Keep in mind that baptism was an important matter in the New Testament church. When a sinner trusted Christ and was baptized, he cut himself off from his old life and often was rejected by his family and friends. It cost something to be baptized in that day. 

Just as Jesus did not baptize people (John 4:1–2), so both Peter (Acts 10:48) and Paul allowed their associates to baptize the new converts. Until the church grew in Corinth, Paul did some of the baptizing; but that was not his main ministry. In this section, Paul was not minimizing baptism, but rather was putting it into its proper perspective, because the Corinthians were making too much of it. “I was baptized by Apollos!” one would boast, while another would say, “Oh, but I was baptized by Paul!” 

It is wrong to identify any man’s name with your baptism other than the name of Jesus Christ. To do so is to create division. I have read accounts about people who had to be baptized by a certain preacher, using special water (usually from the Jordan River), on a special day, as though these are the matters that are important! Instead of honoring the Lord Jesus Christ and promoting the unity of the church, these people exalt men and create disunity. 

Crispus had been the ruler of the synagogue in Corinth (Acts 18:8); and Gaius was probably the man Paul lived with when he wrote Romans (Rom. 16:23). “The household of Stephanas” (1 Cor. 1:16) is probably described in part in 1 Corinthians 16:15–18. Apparently Paul did not carry with him a record of the names of all the people he baptized. It was sufficient that they were written in God’s book.]

[1:18. It was that very point which Paul wanted to drive home to the Corinthians. The message of the Cross cuts to the heart of self-centeredness. Paul saw it as central to salvation which he understood to be a process begun by justification, advanced by sanctification, and climaxed in glorification. Paul spoke most pointedly in this verse and in the letter as a whole to the second of these phases, progressive sanctification. “The message of the Cross” is the message of self-renunciation, of obedience to God which may lead as it did in Jesus’ case to humiliation and death, but which ultimately leads not to self-destruction but to preservation (Mark 8:34-35) and exaltation (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 22:5). That was the recurring theme in these verses (1 Cor. 1:17-18, 23-24; 2:2, 8), an idea those who are perishing consider foolishness (cf. Luke 9:23-25).
]
Almost every New Testament church had a problem with unity. Jesus spoke (John 17) to this issue in His prayer to the Father on His journey from the upper room to the Garden of Gethsemane on the night of His betrayal. Christ asked God to keep not only the disciples united but us as well. His prayer was that we (all believers) be one as He and the Father were one.

TEACHING PLAN
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Knowledge Aim: To explore possible causes of disunity in the church family.

Application Aim: To evaluate any disunity in the church caused by me.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. 

1. Share a New Year’s resolution you have already broken.

2. What was the cause of a disagreement between you and a best friend?

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Almost every New Testament church had a problem with unity. Jesus spoke (John 17) to this issue in His prayer to the Father on His journey from the upper room to the Garden of Gethsemane on the night of His betrayal. Christ asked God to keep not only the disciples united but us as well. His prayer was that we (all believers) be one as He and the Father were one. In this study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we will discuss some causes of and solutions for disunity
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What does Paul thank God for concerning the Corinthians?

· How have they grown through their relationship with God?

· How have you grown through your relationship with God?

· What did Paul say the Corinthians confirmed about Christ?

· What benefit do the Corinthians have from God?

· How do you use your spiritual gift?

· What does God do for His children?

· In v. 10, what appeal did Paul make of this church?

· What does Paul hope their relationships will be like?

· How did Paul know there was a problem?

· What was part of the cause of disunity?

· What are reasons the church experiences disunity today?

· How does leadership potentially create disunity in our church?

· What is Paul saying in vv. 13-17?
· Above all else, what is the one unifying factor every believer shares?

· What is the message of the cross?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· What do you sense is the greatest threat to the unity of Brookwood?

· Is there something God wants you to do in order to prevent disunity among His family?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.


NOTE TO TEACHER
To strengthen the relationships of your group, for the next few weeks have different individuals share their favorite Bible verse. Pre-enlist one person to share each week. Take about 5 minutes at the beginning of each study to share.
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Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: 
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