1 Timothy 6
Week of December 30 & 31, 2006

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

What’s A Child of God To Do?
Focal Passage: 1 Timothy 6:11-21
Knowledge Aim: To focus on God’s expectations for His children.
Application Aim: To determine to live up to God’s expectations for His children.

Parents have expectations for their children. Some are expressed externally while others are held only internally. God also has expectations for His children. Paul, in his letter to Timothy, expressed those expectations as he challenged his young apprentice on how he should live. Believers today can learn from Paul’s teachings about how they are to live today.
BACKGROUND

[6:11. Paul began this concluding section of the epistle by turning directly to Timothy. The words but you are an emphatic contrast with “some people” of verse 10, who chase after riches. Timothy, as a man of God, was to do the opposite—to flee from all this, but chase instead after personal virtues that are of eternal value: righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. This list may be compared to both the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) and the qualifications of elders (1 Tim. 3:1-3).

6:12. Fight the good fight is the language of athletic contests. In 1:18 the same English words translate Greek words that refer to a military conflict. Timothy was to give his best effort to this most worthwhile of struggles, the struggle to further the faith. This would involve the complete appropriation (“take hold” in v. 19) at all times of the fact that he possessed eternal life. (Paul’s words, Take hold of . . . eternal life in no way suggest that Timothy could gain eternal life by his own efforts.) To Paul, Christ’s life is the possession of each Christian, not only throughout eternity, but now. It is this new life in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) to which every Christian is called and which Christians confess by baptism (Rom. 6:4) and by word (Rom. 10:9-10). Timothy’s good confession in the presence of many witnesses could refer to his ordination but more likely speaks of his baptism.

6:13. Repeatedly in this letter Paul directly addressed Timothy with personal charges, the second strongest of which is found in 5:21. But here is Paul’s strongest, most solemn charge of all (I charge you, 1:3; 4:11; 5:7; 6:14) conjuring up images of perhaps a familiar baptismal formula triggered by the reference in verse 12. While testifying before Pontius Pilate is translated by some, “who testified in the time of Pontius Pilate.” If translated this way, the qualifying clause is designed to fix the Crucifixion in time, as in the Apostles’ Creed. Both translations are possible.

6:14. The content of Paul’s charge is that Timothy keep this commandment without spot or blame. The “commandment” is probably broader than any single law. It refers to the entire body of sound teaching Paul had been describing throughout the letter. Timothy, by his own godly life and by his faithful ministry, was to preserve this body of truth from stain or reproach until the appearing (cf. 2 Tim. 1:10; 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13) of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then and only then will the struggle (1 Tim. 6:12) be over.

6:15-16. Early in his ministry Paul was convinced that Christ would return soon. Now near the end of his ministry he showed both an awareness that Christ might not return before he died and a desire to encourage Timothy to leave the timing of this great event up to the Lord. Hence Paul stressed that God will bring about Christ’s appearing in His (or “its”) own time. The section ends with an inspiring doxology to the God who is the cause and object of it all: the ultimate Ruler of the universe, the King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14; 19:16), the only eternal One, who dwells where no man can survive or approach or even see (John 1:18). Such a Lord deserves an awesome reverence combined with complete humility (Job 42:1-6). To Him be honor and might forever. Amen (1 Tim. 1:17).

6:17. Paul had dealt with those who did not possess wealth, but who deeply desired it (vv. 3-10). Now he addressed those who had it, and instructed them as to what their attitude should be toward it. They are not to be arrogant as if their wealth is deserved (1 Cor. 4:7-8; 1 Sam. 2:7). Nor must they put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain and transient. This is perhaps the greatest temptation to wealthy Christians, into which category most modern Western believers fit. Christians should put their hope in God, who is the Source of material things. Again material possessions are among those things God has given for our enjoyment.
6:18-19. Yet Christians must not merely consume material possessions selfishly. Possessions are to be shared with those who have less. Thus Timothy was to charge the well-off to do good, to be rich, not ultimately in money, but in good deeds. The wealthy should make every effort to be generous and willing to share what they have. If they do this they will lay up treasure for themselves in heaven. This undoubtedly refers to the sayings of Jesus (Matt. 6:19-21; Luke 12:33-34; 18:22) wherein the transient is exchanged for the eternal. Such eternal treasure becomes a firm foundation for the future, recalling in a mixed metaphor perhaps another of the Lord’s teachings (Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49). Wealthy Christians should invest their riches for eternity. “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” (Jim Elliot). Paradoxically it is in this giving away of the possessions which the world considers the key to the good life that a Christian may take hold of (1 Tim. 6:12) the life that is truly life. The alluring but vain and plastic substitutes for life, supplied by an unhealthy attachment to material things, pale into worthlessness when compared with that life which is found in Jesus Christ (Matt. 16:24-26), who is Himself the Life (John 14:6) and whom to know is life everlasting (John 17:3).

6:20-21. One final time Paul exhorted Timothy to guard (“keep,” in 5:21) the “deposit” or “trust” Paul had passed on to him, a reference to the body of Christian truth which in some way was under attack in Ephesus. Paul was concerned that Timothy give himself wholly to the truth and reject even the subtle inroads of error. Thus Timothy must turn away from godless chatter (“profane empty utterances”; 2 Tim. 2:16), and from opposing ideas (antitheseis, “counter-assertions”) of what is falsely called knowledge. Such knowledge was the supposed key to the mystery religions which were already aborning and which would mature into a full-fledged Gnosticism during the next century. Their influence was already being felt in Ephesus, so much so that Paul could say that some had gotten so caught up in professing their esoteric gnōsis that they wandered from the faith (“concerning the faith missed the aim”; 1 Tim. 1:6; 2 Tim. 2:18). This does not suggest that true believers lose their salvation but that some believers turn to false doctrines, from the content of their faith. With these exhortations Paul seemed to have come full circle, back to his concerns in 1 Timothy 1:3-6.

Paul closed his letter with the simple benediction, Grace be with you. “You” is in the plural, however, no doubt indicating Paul’s awareness that this letter would be read widely in the churches (Col. 4:18; 2 Tim. 4:22; Titus 3:15).]
 

God makes sure He does not surprise His children on what He expects of them. He makes it very clear as to how He expects believers to live. Choosing to live that way is up to you.

TEACHING PLAN
What’s A Child of God To Do?

Focal Passage: 1 Timothy 6:11-21

Knowledge Aim: To focus on God’s expectations for His children.

Application Aim: To determine to live up to God’s expectations for His children.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. 

1. Share a piece of advice your parents gave you.

2. What expectation have you placed on your children?

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

Parents have expectations for their children. Some are expressed externally while others are held only internally. God also has expectations for His children. Paul, in his letter to Timothy, expressed those expectations as he challenged his young apprentice on how he should live. Believers today can learn from Paul’s teachings about how they are to live today. Choosing to live that way is up to you.
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· In verse 11, what is Paul referring to in telling Timothy to “flee from all this”? (see previous verses)
· What is Timothy challenged to pursue?

· Why do you think God wanted Timothy to live that way?

· How do you measure up to having a life pursuing these virtues?
· Share what you can about Timothy’s conversion experience.

· Share details about your conversion experience.

· What is the “good fight of faith”?

· Where does life come from?

· How does Paul describe God in vv. 14-16?

· How are we to respond to God?

· What does Paul have to say about those who are wealthy?

· Why is our hope to be on God and not wealth?

· Even if we are not wealthy, how can we have a rich life?

· How does Paul expect Timothy to live (vv. 20-21)?

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Based on Paul’s challenge to Timothy, how do you measure up?
· Which of these expectations do you feel God wants you to focus on?
· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.


NOTE TO TEACHER
To strengthen the relationships of your group, for the next few weeks have different individuals share their favorite Bible verse. Pre-enlist one person to share each week. Take about 5 minutes at the beginning of each study to share.

Handout

What’s A Child of God To Do?

Focal Passage: 1 Timothy 6:11-21

Knowledge Aim: To focus on God’s expectations for His children.

Application Aim: To determine to live up to God’s expectations for His children.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: 1 Corinthians 1:7-18
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