Christmas w/ Paul
Week of December 8 & 9, 2006

Guiding everyone we meet to a life centered in Christ!

The Living Dead

Focal Passage: Romans 6:8-14

Knowledge Aim: To accurately interpret the biblical concept of “death to sin.” 

Application Aim: To choose a godly lifestyle prompted by gratitude. 

Years ago, I heard an illustration about what it means to share in the death of Christ. The general idea was that we are crucified with Christ so that our old self is dead and gone. The implication was that if the flesh is really dead, it can’t just resurrect itself at the first sign of temptation. Death, in this sense, is a permanent condition. However, Jesus said that we must take up our crosses (symbolic of death) daily in order to follow Him. So, how do we reconcile a death that happens only once with a death that happens daily?

BACKGROUND

6:8. [Paul stressed certain truths basic to an understanding of what it means to be united with Christ and living the new life of the Spirit. So in v.8 he again stated the basic proposition that those who have died with Christ will also live with him. This is no a promise of life after death with Christ in heaven but of a life to be lived out here and now. Death, far from being simply a negative concept, is in fact a gateway to life. Elsewhere Paul paradoxically stated, “I have been crucified with Christ…but…I live by faith” (Gal.2:20). Put simply, to live one must die].1 [Living with Christ precludes the possibility of carnally continuing to sin so that grace may abound. New life in Christ is to be celebrated, not soiled by ongoing forays into sinful habits].2

6:9-10. [Having been raised from the dead, Christ cannot die again. His resurrection was unlike that of Lazarus, who had to meet death once again. But Christ’s resurrection broke forever the tyranny of death. That cruel master can no longer exercise any power over him. The cross was sin’s final move; the resurrection was God’s checkmate. The game is over. Sin is forever in defeat. Christ the victor died to sin “once for all” and lives now in unbroken fellowship with God].1 [Paul’s reason for pointing that out is that when Christ died, we died; and when Jesus was raised from the dead, we were raised from the dead. We were buried with Him, and thus we are completely identified with Christ. Justification is a completed transaction by which we have once and for all passed into the resurrection life of our Lord. Jesus Christ can never die again. After we die with Him to sin, we never die to sin again. Death has no more dominion over Him, and it has no more dominion over us. After Jesus went to the cross and paid the debt in full for our sin, death could no longer claim Him or those who died with Him].2 

 [Many of the ancient cathedrals in the old world portray a dead or dying Christ. But Christ crucified (in no more were said) is not the gospel. It is the resurrection that makes the news good news. Rising triumphant over Satan’s ultimate show of force, Jesus Christ is forever crowned King of kings and Lord of lords].1 [The foundation of sanctification is knowing what Christ has already accomplished for us through His death. The starting point is realizing we are holy in Him].2 
6:11. [Christ is our example. By his death he ended once for all his relationship to sin. Now he lives forever in unbroken fellowship with God. “In the same way,” wrote Paul, we are to consider ourselves death to sin and alive to God (1 Peter 2:24). Paul was not suggesting that we imitate Christ. He was speaking of a reality that took place when we by faith were incorporated into Christ. Our responsibility is to take with all seriousness the fact that in Christ we have died to sin. We are to consider ourselves “dead to the appeal and power of sin” (Phillips) and alive to God through our union with Christ Jesus. The very idea of responding positively to sin’s invitation should strive the believer as morbid. For the Christian to choose to sin is the spiritual equivalent of digging up a corpse for fellowship. A genuine death to sin means that the entire perspective of the believer has been radically altered].1 
Paul said we are to “count” or “reckon” ourselves dead to sin. [“This ‘reckoning’ is no vain experience but one which is morally fruitful,” says F.F. Bruce, “because the Holy Spirit has come to make effective in believers what Christ has done for them, and to enable them to become in daily experience, as far as may be in the present condition of mortality, what they already are ‘in Christ’ and what they will fully be in the resurrection life.” When we daily count ourselves dead to the penalty of sin and alive unto God, there will be no temptation to continue in sin. We will refuse that temptation out of thankfulness to God for counting us and treating us as righteous].2 
6:12. [With this verse we move from a discussion of our union with Christ in his death and resurrection (vv.1-11) to the practical implications that low from that relationship (vv.12-14). Sanctification separated from justification encourages legalism, while sanctification fused with justification assumes that God will do it all. The imperative challenges us to become what we are. In Christ we have died to sin and are alive to God. So we should base our daily lives on that truth and live out our days from that perspective. It follows, then that we are no longer to allow sin to reign in our mortal bodies (v.12). Sin is personified as a sovereign ruler who would make us obey the cravings of our bodies that are destined for death. But in Christ we have died to sin. Sin no longer has the authority to enforce its demands. Death has severed the relationship].1 
6:13. [Paul spelled out in practical terms what it means to transfer our obedience from sin to God. We are no longer to place any part of our bodies at the disposal of sin to be used as an instrument of unrighteousness. If the metaphor is military, Paul was saying, “Don’t let sin take command of any part of your body and use it as a weapon for evil purposes.” Instead, we are to present ourselves to God once for all as those who have been brought from death to life. Alive with Christ, we are now to put ourselves at the disposal of God. Our bodies are to be devoted to him as instruments of righteousness. “We are faced with the tremendous alternative,” writes Barclay, “of making ourselves weapons in the hand of God or weapons in the hand of sin.”]1 [When Paul uses the word the first time with regard to not presenting our members as weapons of unrighteousness, he chooses the present active imperative tense of the verb. Literally, he says, “Do not keep on continually presenting your members as instruments of unrighteousness.” In other words, once you have been justified, there is no place for you to continue to do the things you did before you were justified. On the other hand, when Paul uses the word with regard to God—“but present yourselves to God”—he switches to the aorist active imperative tense. The aorist tense is equivalent to the past tense in English. What happens in the aorist tense happens at a point in the past and is not constantly repeated. Once we have been justified, we present ourselves to God; and while the fruit of that presentation continues day by day, we do not repeat the process day by day].2 
6:14. [Paul brought this section to an end with the promise that sin will not rule over believers because they are not “under law, but under grace.” They are not “under law” in the sense that they have been removed from the old era in which law served to intensify sin. Now they are “under grace” in that they have entered the new era in which the power to overcome sin is readily attainable. For those in Adam law brings condemnation, not freedom. For those in Christ grace frees from the condemnation brought by failure to keep the law. Believers no longer live under the condemnation of the law but with the realization that God by his grace has placed them in a totally new relationship to himself].1 

1Mounce, Robert H. editor. The New American Commentary: Romans. Broadman & Holman: Nashville, 1995.

2Kroll, Woodrow. The Book of Romans: Righteousness in Christ. AMG Publishers: Chattanooga, TN, 2002.  
TEACHING PLAN
The Living Dead

Focal Passage: Romans 6:8-14

Knowledge Aim: To accurately interpret the biblical concept of “death to sin.”

Application Aim: To choose a godly lifestyle prompted by gratitude.

GRAB attention 

(Generate interest, Relay information/direction, Ask questions, Begin study)
Choose one of the following to begin the study time. Ask participants to share their answers with someone sitting next to them. After a few minutes ask one or two participants to share their answers with the group.

1. What is a good definition of “death?”

2. Is it possible for a Christian to be sinless?

3. What did you do last week as a result of the study?

If the flesh is really dead, then it can’t just resurrect itself at the first sign of temptation. Death, in this sense is a permanent condition. However, Jesus said that we must take up our crosses (symbolic of death) daily in order to follow Him. So, how do we reconcile a death that happens only once with a death that must occur daily?
GET the truth 

(Guide through the passage, Encourage understanding, Teach for application)
If you have already heard the sermon, use the sermon guide as a supplement to the discussion of the passage.

Use the following questions to guide the learners through the passage. Make sure you help learners discover how to apply the truths to their life.

· What does it mean to die with Christ (v.8)?

· How is it that Lazarus was raised from the dead and died again, but Jesus was raised, never to die again?

· How did Jesus die “to sin” if He never committed sin (v.10)?

· How do you know if sin is “reigning” in your body?

· Give examples of “offering your body as instruments of wickedness.”

· Give examples of “offering yourself” to God.

· Explain the significance of the fact that we are not “under law but under grace.” 

GO live

(Give to others, Obey God )

· Does sin/self or God/His Word have a greater influence over your behavior?

· Identify areas of your life where sin is reigning.

· How will you offer your body to God to be used for His purposes?

· Share one thing you will do this week as a result of this study.

NOTE TO TEACHER
To strengthen the relationships of your group, for the next few weeks have different individuals share their favorite Bible verse. Pre-enlist one person to share each week. Take about 5 minutes at the beginning of each study to share.

Handout

The Living Dead

Focal Passage: Romans 6:8-14

Knowledge Aim: To accurately interpret the biblical concept of “death to sin.”

Application Aim: To choose a godly lifestyle prompted by gratitude.

Notes: 


This Week

What in my life does God want me to change? 


What will I do to make this change? 


One thing I will do this week as a result of this study is:
Getting Ready for Next Week: Romans 6:16-23
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